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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

A Johnston bar faced a call for closure by one of its 
neighbors, but emerged with its license in tact after ap-
pearing before Town Council last week.

Originally, the 101 Bar and Grill, also known as Bar 
101, at 1478 Atwood Ave., faced a “hearing for the busi-
ness to Show Cause why the BV-Full Liquor license 
should not be suspended or revoked due to a com-
plaint submitted by Attorney James Marusak,” accord-
ing to the agenda for the Nov. 8 Town Council meeting.

However, Assistant Town Solicitor Dylan Conley in-
formed council that the hearing wasn’t necessary, since 
the business’s license was up for renewal that night.

“The town is not presenting evidence,” Conley said. 
“So I would just ask that instead of show cause hear-
ing it be considered an objection to the renewal, and 
that counsel for the objector be able to present. I do be-
lieve he has witnesses. I don’t believe that’s necessary 
to identify the documents in this presentation. I would 
like to take all that in. And I can review it as he makes 
his presentation.”

Marusak took to the lectern before Town Council.
“I’m handing the floor to you for a full objection on 

the renewal,” Conley told him.
Marusak said he represents National Development 

Group Inc., a property management company with a 
building at 1450 Atwood Ave.

He handed a thick packet of documents to all of the 
council members and the Bar 101’s attorney, K. Joseph 
Shekarchi.

Shekarchi, a Warwick Democrat, is also the speaker 
of the Rhode Island state House of Representatives.

“Is that Mr. Speaker?” asked Marusak.
“Call me Joe Shekarchi,” Shekarchi replied.
“I’m a town solicitor myself, so I know, sitting on 

your side, that what we don’t want generally is battles 
over evidence, and arguments over questioning and 
the like,” Marusak told Town Council. “We have four 
witnesses here, if that was necessary. We have a prop-
erty manager, we have a security detail, various mem-
bers that can testify to all of the stuff that you are going 
to see in front of you today.”

He walked the council through the thick packet of 
evidence. 

Marusak said that his client thinks Bar 101’s “license 
should either be suspended or revoked, or certainly 
not renewed.”

Bar 101 defends 
liquor license 
after neighbor 

complaints

By RORY SCHULER

Past attempts targeted 
package stores and liquor 
shops.

This year, local responsi-
ble drinking advocates are 
setting their sights on your 
holiday turkey.

“The SPC (Southern 
Providence County) Re-
gional Prevention Coalition, 
which includes Johnston 
Prevention Coalition, is par-
ticipating in a Thanksgiving 
Sticker Shock Campaign,” 
according to Patricia Sweet, 
Director of Prevention Pro-
grams & SPC Regional Pre-
vention Task Force and the 
Tri-County Community Ac-
tion Agency. “(The) Sticker 
Shock Campaign is a na-
tional campaign to reduce 
underage drinking by limit-
ing youth access to alcohol. 
The campaign is designed 

TAGGING TURKEYS

By PETE FONTAINE

There was an excellent example of Johnsto-
nians coming together to care for their children 
last Wednesday evening inside the town’s In-
door Recreation Center.

For starters, the spacious and state-of-the art 
facility again proved its value in form of a POD 
(Point of Distribution) — an extremely well-
organized and first-ever clinic that offered par-
ents and guardians who wanted their children 
ages 5-11 to receive the Pfizer Vaccine, in an ef-
fort to stay healthy during the ongoing COVID- 
19 crisis.

“We began vaccinating the public back 
in February of 2021,” said Johnston Police 
Chief Joseph P. Razza. “Like all our vaccina-
tion clinics, the mission was accomplished 
in true Johnston spirit and inspiring team-
work.”

Razza, who performed a number of duties 
during the four-hour clinic, emphasized at 

night’s end: “From Mayor (Joseph) Polisena 
on down to every fireman, police officer and 
volunteers, everyone worked in seamless uni-
son to accomplish this specific objective for this 
age group. So, my many thanks and gratitude 
to everyone that participated during this very 
special clinic.”

Every part of the clinic — countless parents 
who left the event smiling concurred — was 
“extremely well-organized and that goes from 
parking vehicles to what went on during the 
clinic.”

From the time residents drove their cars and 
SUV’s into the spacious parking lot — until 
they left — the JPD put on an extraordinary dis-
play of traffic control that was totally free from 
any confusion.

“I don’t think other towns are having a clinic 
like this one,” several women said about what 
actually transpired last Wednesday night. 
“Even Minnie Mouse was here!”

Kids line up for COVID vaccine 
BAR - PAGE 6■

MEETING 
MINNIE: 
Sofia Ion-

koff, 6, was 
thrilled to 
meet Min-
nie Mouse 

prior to 
getting her 

Covid-19 
vaccine 

during last 
Wednes-

day night’s 
clinic in 

Johnston. 
(Sun Rise 
photos by 

Pete 
Fontaine)

STICKER SHOCKED: Ferri Middle School sixth-grader Lea Petrillo fans a big stack of stickers she and her fel-
low ATI members plan to paste to turkeys at Market Basket in Johnston. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

TURKEY TALK:  Xavier Taylor, Market Basket’s assistant store manager in Johnston, 
holds a turkey for one of the students to apply a sticker urging families to help prevent 
underage drinking. TURKEY - PAGE 12■

VACCINE - PAGE 11■
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BACKYARD SPACE
The Heart Nebula glows

By Lucas Maguire
Special to the Sun Rise

A close up of IC1805

About 7,500 light-years away from Earth, located in the constellation of Cassiopeia, 
is The Heart Nebula. Radiation from the inner part of the nebula, known as Melotte 
15, causes the nebula’s glow and helps show off its dark dust lanes. 

This image was taken Nov. 15, after we had quite a bit of wind and tornado warn-
ings.

I was able to grab about 15x600s of Ha, Oiii, and Sii to create this SHO by combin-
ing the different filters to create an RGB image.

Gear used:
•QHY183M and 7 Position Filter Wheel
•William optics Z73ii and Flat73a
•ZWO ASI120MM- Mini
William optics 50mm guide scope
•Skywatcher EQ6R-PRO
•Pegasus Astro Powerbox advanced
•Astronomik Ha, and Oiii (6nm)
•Optolong Sii (6.5nm)
•Beelink T-34 Mini PC
•PrimaluceLabs Sesto Senso 2 
Photo taken in my backyard in Johnston.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in John-
ston. He will be submitting his deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. 
Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram account @oceanstateastro and his 
Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro..

Coat in a 
bucket

The Johnston Police De-
partment is proud to join 
with the Massachusetts Mili-
tary Support Foundation 
Inc. to help distribute coats 
to veterans who are in need 
or homeless. The Coats4Vets 
buckets contain warm win-
ter coats, personal protective 
equipment, snacks, water, 
and more, which will be dis-
tributed to veterans in our 
community just in time for 
Veterans Day, according to 
the Johnston Police Depart-
ment Facebook page. (Photo 
courtesy Johnston Police)
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By PETE FONTAINE

Alan Zambarano, who is now 83 and began his storied career with the Johnston 
Fire Department as a volunteer back when he was just 14, stood underneath Satur-
day’s sparkling sun, issuing a heart-warming sincere statement to Jerry St. Angelo 
“for making my dream come true!”

“If it wasn’t for this man,” Zambarano, who is now retired and worked his way 
through the ranks to JFD Chief and became a full-time firefighter at age 23, began: 
“We would not be standing here today in front of this great memorial for all deceased 
Johnston firefighters if Jerry didn’t take on this project!”

Moreover, as Zambarano wanted it known amid another thank you: “The work 
Jerry did here actually enhances the entire area.”

That area, which is now known as Johnston Hose Company No. 1 Fireman’s Me-
morial Square, is located at the intersection of Plainfield and School Streets near the 
ageless Thornton Elementary School.

There’s a new flag pole, specially made sign, an ageless plaque on the monument 
rock as well as a total upgrading of the square by “Team Jerry” who is no stranger 
to beautify areas in Johnston with the help of other volunteers and donations from 
companies like the Corsinetti Brothers owned and operated Hartford Paving and Ma-
terials who supplied bricks and pavers for the project.

St. Angelo, as Zambarano and others will attest: “Has never ever refused anyone 
or to donate his time and talents for a community project that will enhance areas in 
Johnston such as the JHS Athletic Walk of Fame just outside the entrance to the Ed-
ward L. DeSimone Gymnasium.”

Back when the late Gary Mazzie was the Athletic Director at JHS, St. Angelo 
stepped up to the plate and in his spare time constructed the Walk of Fame that was 
a fund-raising project for the Panthers coveted Hall.

“And the guy is a Falcon, not a Panther,” people mused back then about St. Angelo, 
who is a Cranston High West grad and married to Melissa who works for the John-
ston Recreation Department and went to JHS as did the couple’s children.

When asked how the Fireman’s Square upgrade began, Zambrano said he talked 
with Mayor Joseph Polisena who wholeheartedly endorsed the project proposed by 
Zambarano then asked St. Angelo for his help.

Thus, before long the area got a much-needed facelift that includes clearing away 
overgrown bushes, etc., excavation and the laying of concrete and decorative paves.

“It’s now a showpiece and we have Jerry to thank for that,” said Zambarano. 
“Again, I can’t thank him enough for all his work and for everyone who pumped 
new life brought into this wonderful fireman’s memorial.”

Meanwhile, St. Angelo added: “This was a community project everyone can be 
proud of; special thanks to Mayor Polisena, John Ermaian of Ermaian Signs, Donald 
Del Signore and Bob Parker of the DPW, Tom Pingitore and Andrew Zalisk … this is 
another example that  we will never forget our firefighters, past and present!”

‘In memory of all deceased members of Johnston Hose Company No. l’

MEMORIAL MEN: Retired Johnson Fiore Department Chief Alan Zambarano (left) 
issues a special thank you to Jerry St. Angelo for upgrading the Johnston Hose Com-
pany No. 1 Memorial Square which was first dedicated back on May 30, 1961. (Sun 
Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

MARVELOUS MEMORIAL: “In memory of all deceased members of Johnston 
Hose Company No. l are the words inscribed on this ageless plaque that’s sur-

rounded by an American and Firefighter flags and sits at the intersection of Plain-
field and School Street in Johnston.

Firemans Memorial 
Square ready for visitors

SPECIALITY SIGN: John Ermaian, popular and long-time owner of Ermaian Signs, 
donated this super sign that’s located at the upgraded memorial square in honor of 
all deceased firefighters who served the Johnston Fire Department.
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By RORY SCHULER

J&S Scrap Metal and 
Recycling has fulfilled its 
end of the bargain, accord-
ing to Town Council.

The business has re-
opened following a 30-
day license suspension.

“It’s my understand-
ing that all of the issues 
related to the operations 
of the business have been 
corrected, the town has 
visited the site, the town 
has no objections to them 
reopening to their stan-
dard practices and proce-
dures, given that they are 
still maintaining the level 
of cleanliness they have at 
the site today,” said Town 
Council Member Linda 
Folcarelli, who represents 
District 1.

Folcarelli requested “a 
60-day review, so that (the 
Town Council) can allow 
them to open, make sure 
everything is going cor-
rectly, and in 60 days bring 
them back in to make sure 
that everything is exactly 
where we need it.”

“Hopefully we keep it 

that way,” she said. “And 
everybody will be happy.”

Neighbors of the Starr 
Street scrap yard have 
been calling town officials 
for years complaining 
about debris in the street 
and parking on the street 
outside the business, tying 
up traffic.

“They complied with 
everything that I wanted,” 
Johnston Building Official 
Ed Civito said at the Nov. 
8 Town Council meeting. 
“We’ll go out there peri-
odically.”

Business owner Jeffrey 
Cadieux can no be seen 
outside the business like 
a sentinel, stopping cars 
as they approach, asking 
them what they’re hauling 
and telling them where to 
park.

Cadieux has cleared a 
large area in front of the 
business where scrap 
haulers can now pull into, 
unload, and depart with-
out blocking Starr Street. 

“We’re back in business 
baby,” he said last week, 
happy he was allowed to 
operate once again.

Scrap metal business reopens after 30-day suspension

“As Jeff knows, he sees 
me at least once a week, 
to make sure everything 
is copasetic,” Civito said. 
“There should be no 
stacking on the street. I 

don’t see any major prob-
lems coming up. I will be 
monitoring it.”

Town Council Vice Pres-
ident Joseph Polisena Jr. 
made a motion to rescind 

council’s previous sus-
pension of 30 days, and 
allow Cadieux to reopen. 
Folcarelli seconded the 
motion.

It passed unanimously.

BACK IN BUSINESS: J&S Scrap Metal and Recycling has reopened after a 30-day suspension of its business 
license. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

SCRAP FACELIFT: J&S Scrap has a new look. The crowded, piled-high façade has 
been cleared, and customers can now pull onto the site to unload. 

NO PARK-
ING: New 
signs hang 
on the fence 
at J&S Scrap 
Metal, warn-
ing custom-
ers not to 
park on 
Starr Street. 
Residents 
had been 
complain-
ing about 
customers 
blocking traf-
fic on Starr 
Street.
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Watch Your
MOUTH

Oral health has often  been linked to overall 
health. Recent studies  have focused on    the 
connection between individuals suffering from 
depression, anxiety, and stress and their loss of 
motivation to maintain good oral health habits, 
resulting in significant oral health concerns. The 
stress of mental health conditions creates cortisol, 
a hormone in the body that weakens the immune 
system, leading to gingivitis and periodontitis. 
Medications for mental health issues can also cause 
dry mouth, which can reduce the body’s defense 
mechanisms and make an individual susceptible to 
cavities and gingival inflammation. Because the oral 
cavity is the body’s most accessible environment for 
bacteria, dental professionals have long been aware 
of how mental health can affect oral health. 

Everyone can benefit from preventive dental care. 
Experience proves it is to your advantage to take 
time for your oral health no matter how busy your 
personal or professional schedule. A few minutes 
spent each day on your teeth can not only help 
preserve good dental health, but it can also help 
safeguard your overall health. Nothing is more 
economical than regular dental checkups, so please 
let us help you take care of your oral health. You can 
reach DENTAL ARTS GROUP at 401-521-3661 for 
an appointment for comfortable, convenient dental 
care at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

P. S.  The most common cause of gingivitis is 
poor oral hygiene that allows plaque to form on 
teeth, causing inflammation of the surrounding 
gum tissues.

ORAL HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

YARD DEBRIS, 
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

THE TOWN OF JOHNSTON IS NOW ACCEPTING AP-
PLICATIONS FOR SNOW PLOWING AND SANDING 
SERVICES.  INTERESTED PARTIES MAY PICK UP AN 
APPLICATION AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, 100 IRONS AVENUE, JOHNSTON, RI 02919.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 231-4000 
EXT. 4189. 
  
JOSEPH M. POLISENA ROBERT PARKER 
MAYOR PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

By RORY SCHULER

The Rhode Island Board of Elec-
tions (BOE) has fined Johnston 
Town Council President Robert 
Russo $2,000 following a campaign 
finance audit.

According to Richard E. Thorn-
ton, the state’s Director of Cam-
paign Finance, Russo paid the fine 
in full on Nov. 8.

“I’ve been in office 28 years now 
and never had an issue,” Russo 
said. “I’ve always self-funded my 
campaigns.”

Russo represents Johnston’s Dis-
trict 4.

The BOE initiated an audit of Rus-
so’s campaign accounts in August 
2021 “due to Russo’s failure to rec-
oncile a variance between his cam-
paign bank account balance and his 
2020 Q4 campaign finance report 
ending balance” and his alleged 
failure to file campaign finance re-
ports.

Russo has acknowledged he 
made mistakes, and said they were 
due to a misunderstanding of perti-
nent campaign finance laws.

“It was clearly unintentional; I 
didn’t realize, even though it’s your 
own money, you have to report it 
as campaign activity,” Russo said, 
adding that he didn’t realize he had 
to report six dollars per month in 
bank fees as “campaign activity.”

“I didn’t have any campaign ac-
tivity, and it was my money,” he 
explained on Tuesday. “I misunder-
stood the directions that were given 
to me, so I had to pay the fine for 
a rule violation. I didn’t think I had 
to physically write checks to myself 
and close the account down.”

The board reviewed campaign 
finance reports and documenta-
tion from the period between Jan. 1, 
2017, and June 30, 2021.

The BOE requested documents, 
and in October 2021, they received 
depository account bank statements 
for the nearly three-year period. 
Russo said he gladly turned the 
documents over to BOE auditors.

According to the campaign fi-
nance audit, a $22,344.60 loan re-
payment was reported on the 2017 
Q1 campaign finance report, which 

brought the reported account bal-
ance to zero, and then the account 
was dissolved. Russo loaned the 
money to his own campaign.

“The repayment did not occur 
as was reported and the account 
should not have been dissolved,” 
according to the audit.

Zero expenditures were report-
ed on the four campaign finance 
reports filed during Russo’s 2018 
campaign, however a $5,500 loan 
repayment, $625 in political dona-
tions and $77 in bank fees were 
spent from the campaign bank ac-
count during 2018. 

“Concurrent with the filing of the 
2018 Q4 campaign finance report, 
the account was again dissolved 
and should not have been,” accord-
ing to the audit. 

Russo spent $16,726.50 on loan 
repayments, and $179 in bank fees 
from the account from 2019 Q1 
through 2020 Q2, “but due to the 
dissolution filed in 2018, no cam-
paign finance reports were sched-
uled to be filed for the period,” ac-
cording to the audit.

“The campaign dissolved twice 
(2017 Q1 and 2018 Q4) when it was 
not eligible due to funds remaining 
in the campaign bank account,” ac-
cording to the audit. “By improp-
erly dissolving the account, Russo 
avoided filing up to 10 campaign 
finance reports and submitting two 
bank account statements.”

The audit determined that the 
loan repayment of $22,344.60 was 
inaccurately reported on a cam-
paign finance report, as the funds 
were not expended from the cam-
paign bank account, in violation of 
state election laws.

The loan repayments, political 
donations and bank fees were dis-
closed on campaign bank account 
statements, but not disclosed on 
campaign finance reports, also in 
violation of state election laws.

And “the campaign dissolved 
twice when it was not eligible due 
to funds remaining in the bank ac-
count,” and “copies of Russo’s 2018 
and 2019 campaign bank account 
statements were not submitted,” both 
in violation of state election laws, ac-
cording to the audit summary. 

The audit contains an “auditee re-
sponse” from Russo.

“Russo acknowledged he failed 
to file two campaign finance re-
ports due to his attempt to reconcile 
a variance which existed between 
his campaign bank account balance 
and his campaign finance report 
ending balance as of Dec. 31, 2020,” 
according to the audit. “Russo also 
acknowledged making a mistake 
in reporting. Prior to dissolving his 
campaign account with the Board 
in 2017, Russo recalled speaking to 
a staff member who instructed him 
to do a repayment of loan to dis-
solve. Russo explained that since 
the money in the campaign bank 
account was largely his loan pro-
ceeds, he believed he could leave 
it there and did not realize it must 
be fully transferred out of the bank 
account as a condition of dissolv-
ing his campaign account with the 
Board. Russo believed that the sub-
sequent political donations made 
from the campaign bank account 
were personal transactions and not 
campaign activity.”

Russo signed a consent order. 
“Russo hereby acknowledges 

that he unintentionally violated 
several provisions of Title 17, 
Chapter 25 as noted above; filed 
the two past due campaign finance 
reports and properly reconciled all 
reports and statements to date,” ac-
cording to section 4 of the consent 
order with BOE. 

Russo waived his rights to any 
further hearings or legal challenges. 

Russo had 120 days to pay the 
$2,000 civil fine.

“As soon as I found out what the 
fine was, I paid it a couple of days 
after,” Russo said on Tuesday.

The BOE routinely audits cam-
paign finance accounts of candi-
dates running for town, city and 
statewide office.

Russo, a personal injury lawyer, 
has served on the Town Council for 
nearly three decades. 

He said he expects to run for of-
fice again next year, but would not 
commit to another run for Town 
Council.

“It depends on which office I run 
for,” Russo said. “Stay tuned.”

Town Council president fined $2,000 by BOE

FINE PAID: Johnston Town Council President Robert Russo presides over a meeting in recent months. He was 
recently fined $2,000 by the state Board of Elections, but has paid the fine and says the campaign fund reporting 
mistake was unintentional. (Sun Rise file photo)
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LegaL Notices
PLANNING BOARD MEETING

Tuesday December 7th, 2021; 
6:00 P.M.

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

 I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
 II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 20-35 - Seasons Corner Market 
- Public Hearing on a proposed 
modification of a previously ap-
proved site plan.  Located at 525 
Killingly Street AP 13 Lots 397 
and 485 - Property is zoned - B-2 
Applicant: Colbea Enterprises, 
LLC 

PB 20-44 - Mill Street Apartments 
- Public Hearing on a proposed 
conversion of a mill building to a 
16-unit residential building.  Lo-
cated at 64 Mill Street AP 4 Lot 311 
- Property is zoned - PD.  Appli-
cant: Geranskye Real Estate, LLC 

PB 21-42 - NorthPoint Stonehill - 
Public Meeting on a Major Land 
Development Master Plan for 
a proposed warehouse facility.  
Located at off of Stonehill Drive 
between the Home Depot and 
the BJs AP 44 Lot 66. Property is 
zoned B-3.  Applicant NorthPoint 
Development.

PB 21-30 - National Development 
Group Self-Storage - Public Meet-
ing for a proposed Major Land 
Development of a self-storage 
facility.  Located at 1357 Hartford 
Avenue AP 20 Lot 25.  Property is 
zoned - B-2.  Applicant: National 
Development Group.

PB 21-44 – Hartford Ave Self Stor-
age - Public Meeting for a pro-
posed Major Land Development 
of a self-storage facility.  Located 
behind 1347 Hartford Avenue AP 
20 Lot 81.  Property is zoned - B-2.  
Applicant: Commonwealth Invest-
ments Group.

PB 21-02 - Pilozzi Private Road 
Subdivision - Preliminary Plan 
and Public Meeting of a Minor 

Subdivision.  Located at 30 Hop-
kins Avenue AP 57 Lot 77 - Zoned 
R-40.  Applicant Anthony and Emilio 
Pilozzi.  A Public Meeting on a pro-
posed 2 lot subdivision where one lot 
will be accessed off of a private road 
and the other lot will have access to 
a Town Road.  A variance has been 
granted by the Zoning Board to per-
mit one lot to be undersized.  

IV.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 
1. Comprehensive Plan Update

V.ADJOURNMENT

The Planning Board Agenda and Minutes 
are available for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through Friday 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, Johnston.
Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may be contin-
ued to the next Regular Meeting or a special 
meeting at the discretion of the Board. 
Facilities are handicap accessible. Inter-
preter services may be requested from TTD 
(401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in advance.

11/19, 11/26, 12/3/21

Marusak said his client 
“believed that there were 
state regulations that had 
been violated.”

“We brought it to the 
attention of the business 
regulations department,” 
he explained. “Basically, 
the first shot should be 
local town council. Since 
they would be an appellate 
hearing group they asked 
that we bring this to you. 
And we did.”

Initially, Marusak said 
his client wanted to retain 
anonymity. 

“At the time, this was 
anonymous,” Marusak 
said. “My client wished 
to remain anonymous so 
that there would not be 
any type of repercussions. 
There’s no longer any 
question as to who put this 
in, and I did it on behalf 
of my client, National De-
velopment Group, who is 
within the 200 feet radius.” 

Marusak said his client 
is “an owner of premises 
within 200 feet … a very 
busy plaza and it’s well 
kept.”

First, Marusak said his 
client takes issue with an 
alleged illicit expansion of 
the business, to the suite 
next door to Bar 101.

He said the applicants 
have failed to “describe 
the premises with particu-
larity,” in building permits 
and alcohol license appli-
cations. 

“You can not do what 
the licensees did here, and 
that is, give your address 
as 1478 Atwood … 1478 
Atwood, as you know, is 
an entire building, it’s two 

floors, its got somewhere 
around 22, 24 businesses 
in it,” Marusak said. “It 
does not describe with 
particularity what the li-
censed premises are … 
Right off the bat, there’s a 
problem with the license.”

He described the build-
ing where Bar 101 is locat-
ed as “a two-story com-
mercial strip mall built in 
1965.”

“It has 20,640 square 
feet of floor space and nu-
merous separate units,” 
Marusak said.

He then referenced a 
“marketing publication 
that was put in by the 
owners of the building” 
which describes “the facil-
ity as Atwood Center, and 
it has the capacity for 22 
stores, and a total, alleged-
ly 50 or so parking spaces, 
situated on 0.63 acres.”

“Bar 101 occupied only 
two units, units 103 and 
104,” Marusak said. “As 
of 2019, the adjoining 
unit, unit 105, was oc-
cupied by a launderer 
known as ‘Go Green 
Cleaners.’ I believe this 
was a purposeful way of 
keeping from the public, 
that there was another 
unit that was actually 
added to Bar 101.”

Marusak argued that 
although a building per-
mit was issued in October 
2020, a new Certificate of 
Occupancy, was not re-
quested. 

“How do you expand a 
business, without seeking 
a certificate of occupan-
cy, without stating what 
the occupancy amount is 
for the area, how many 
people can go in there?” 
Marusak asked. “How 
many people are pro-
jected? How many are al-
ready in the business that 
was to go into it?”

Marusak pitched his cli-
ent’s theory.

“I suppose that what 
happened was, they sim-
ply built it out,” he told 
the council. “They left 
the Go Green Cleaners 
above, they built a parti-
tion so you can’t look in, 
and proceeded to serve 
alcohol, food, etc. in the 
new expanded area. They 
did start calling that The 
Gathering, they called it 
a function room. But no 
matter what you call it, 
it’s an expansion of the 
area that was, I take it, li-
censed. And it was done 
once again, I believe, in a 
surreptitious fashion. And 
that violates very specific 

areas of the law.”
Marusak claimed the 

bar intentionally kept 
their intentions hidden.

“It’s our position … that 
what you have in front 
of you is not just a run of 
the mill ‘Oh Geez,’ ‘Aww 
Shucks,’ I didn’t do it, I 
forgot,” Marusak argued. 
“This is something much 
worse than that and it’s 
hard to say that about a 
neighbor. But we’re say-
ing it. It is much more. We 
believe it’s a violation of 
laws, codes, ordinances, 
regulations that are egre-
gious, and knowing in 
fashion. It’s a disrespect 
to this commission. It’s a 
disrespect to the Depart-
ment of Business Regula-
tion. It’s a disrespect to 
our system of laws. And 
it is a big disrespect to the 
neighbors in that area.”

Marusak repeated that 
he and his client were 
“asking (Town Council) to 
revoke the license.” 

“If you do not revoke, 
we think you should sus-
pend and also fine, the 
operator and the owner 
of the premises,” Marusak 
said. “I think they’re both, 
under the law, equally li-
able. And if the suspen-
sion is over, the condition 
of the suspension would 
be that you can come back 
under the following con-
ditions.”

Marusak requested at 
least seven conditions be 
placed on the owners of 
Bar 101. Those conditions 
included footing the bill 
for private security and 
placement of video cam-
eras inside and out.

“Third, we believe that 
security cameras should 
be placed, in both the in-
terior and the exterior,” 
Marusak said. “They 
should be accessible to 
the town, to the town’s 
officials, including your 
building inspectors, your 
fire inspectors, your po-
lice. And they should also 
be available, upon re-
quest, to any abutter with-
in 200 feet. So they can see 
whether or not this opera-
tion is properly and safely 
being run.”

Marusak said his client 
has spent around $55,000 
in private security to mon-
itor parking by patrons of 
Bar 101.

He also requested that 
Bar 101 no longer utilize 
the expanded space in the 
adjoining storefront.

“There should be no 
use of Unit 105,” Marusak 

said. “That is unlicensed 
area.”

Shekarchi, representing 
Bar 101, offered a rebuttal 
to Marusak’s claims.

“There’s been no viola-
tions,” Shekarchi said. “A 
violation doesn’t happen 
until you make a ruling 
there’s a violation. These 
are alleged by him. I hear a 
lot of ‘he feels,’ and ‘he be-
lieves,’ and ‘he thinks,’ but 
that’s not, in and of itself, 
conclusive. The burden’s 
on the them to prove, nec-
essarily, that these viola-
tions occurred.”

Shekarchi agreed to one 
stipulation: delaying the 
bar’s license renewal until 
new, more detailed paper-
work could be filed. 

“I think that applica-
tion probably should be 
amended,” Shekarchi 
said. “For the long term 
benefit of all parties in-
volved.”

Shekarchi questioned 
why Marusak’s clients 
have spent so much 
money investigating their 
neighbor.

“As far as the show 
cause, I heard a lot of 
things today,” Shekarchi 
said. “A lot of things I 
didn’t hear. I didn’t hear 
how many if any cars had 
been towed. And why 
would you spend $55,000 
trying to get private de-
tectives, and pictures, and 
videos, and Instagrams, 
unless you had some mo-
tive, other than cars park-
ing? What we believe, 
I’ll give you my beliefs, 
and they’re not true un-
less you can prove them, 
but it’s still a dispute be-
tween two landowners, 
and my client’s the little 
guy getting caught in the 
middle. Let’s squeeze the 
little guy, and the rent he 
pays, and then maybe one 
can buy the other one out, 
one can force the other 
one out.”

Shekarchi said his cli-
ents have maintained the 
peace on the premises.

“My client informs me 
that there’s never been 
any violations inside of 
the place,” Shekarchi ar-
gued. “No one’s been 
served for underage 
drinking. There’s been no 
arrests for unruly patrons 
inside. He’s run a clean 
operation inside.”

He argued the pandem-
ic was to blame for the 
lack of updated signage at 
the business. 

■ Bar
(Continued from page 1)
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“You said it’s been go-
ing on for two years,” 
Shekarchi said. “Yeah. Be-
cause we had COVID. It’s 
very difficult to get work-
ers at this time right now. 
That’s not his fault.”

He also said the virus 
led to the expansion.

“Did we increase the 
size?” Shekarchi asked. 
“Yeah. Because of COVID. 
And you have more space 
between everybody. But 
we didn’t increase capac-
ity. It’s just over 100. And 
it didn’t change. We didn’t 
change anything. We fol-
lowed the requirements as 
laid out by the town.”

Bar 101’s attorney said 
discrepancies on the ap-
plications and building 
permits were simply hon-
est mistakes and possible 
misinterpretations of local 
regulations.

“We have 39 cities and 
towns; 39 cities and towns 
fill them out differently,” 
Shekarchi  said. “There’s 
no right or wrong way. 
You do as much as the 
building inspector re-
quires you. This has been 
reviewed. It’s been ac-
cepted. It has not been 
deemed incomplete. We 
followed the law. We did 
what was required under 
the town.”

Shekarchi also argued 
that complaints regard-
ing “the parking situa-
tion” are “not necessarily 
grounds for suspension or 
revocation.”

“Those things all need 
to be proven,” Shekarchi 
said. “What’s going on 
here? Who would spend 
$55,000 to try to squeeze a 
little guy out of business? 
He’s acted in good faith. 
There’s nothing sinister 
about the operation of the 
bar. The building inspec-
tor was in. He inspected 
it.”

After the meeting, John-
ston Building Official 
Ed Civito said he saw no 
problems with the build-
ing permits filed by the 
owner of Bar 101.

“We would like the op-
portunity to apply for a 
new renewal license,” 
Shekarchi said. “But I 
don’t think at this point a 
revocation is called for, or 
a suspension is called for.”

Shekarchi mentioned 
more egregious viola-
tors; bar owners tied to 
murders in nearby Provi-
dence.

“You read about in 
Providence, when licenses 
are suspended; emergen-
cy orders are granted,” 
Shekarchi said. “It’s when 
there’s a shooting. There’s 
never been a shooting 
here. Or when there’s a 
drug deal. Or something 
really really severe going 
on. The punishment that’s 
requested by my brother 
does not fit the potential 
minor oversights or viola-
tions in filling out applica-
tions.”

Shekarchi asked the 
Town Council to allow his 

client the opportunity to 
re-file for license renewal. 
He said he’s sure the case 
will still progress through 
other layers of regulatory 
boards and the courts.

“And ultimately I’m 
sure there will be an ap-
peal,” Shekarchi said. 
“I’m sure it will go to 
DBR, and then I’m sure it 
will go into the court sys-
tem. But to act to put this 
man out of business is a 
grave injustice to a hard-
working businessman in 
the town because the two 
landlords next door, the 
two landlords, are fight-
ing over parking.”

Marusak returned to the 
lectern and responded to 
Shekarchi.

“We haven’t made al-
legations,” Marusak told 
the Town Council. “We’ve 
presented you with proof 
… This is about one per-
son, one business person, 
one property owner, try-
ing to protect his property. 
And objecting to what the 
problem is.”

He argued that the regu-
lations are in place to pre-
vent crime and tragedy.

“There are no violations 
and no arrests?” Marusak 
asked. “Well I suppose 
that’s true. What we’re 
trying to do is prevent 
that type of thing from 
happening. You know, 
code violations is what 
happens when The Sta-
tion fire occurred; all over 
the place, ignoring code 
requirements.”

Shekarchi loudly object-
ed to Marusak’s compari-
son to The Station night-
club fire, a 2003 inferno in 
West Warwick that killed 
100 people and injured 
more than 200.

“Objection!” Shekarchi 
shouted. “I have to object. 
There’s been no evidence 
of any fire code violation. 
To make that analogy 
about the fire code is re-
ally inappropriate.”

“I’m not making that 
analogy,” Marusak re-
plied. “I’m just saying 
that you don’t need an 
arrest before you should 
enforce. You don’t need 
a tragedy before you en-
force.”

Town Council Vice Pres-
ident Joseph Polisena Jr. 
stopped Marusak.

“That’s a pretty gro-
tesque analogy,” Polisena 
said.

“Then I apologize to 
you,” Marusak said, at-
tempting to strike a con-
ciliatory tone. “But it’s 
absolutely, as far as I’m 
concerned, it was meant 
to only illustrate that … 
prevention is what the 
law is about. And my 
apologies to you if I went 
over the line on that one. I 
didn’t intend to and I re-
ally think I … respectfully, 
I don’t think I did.”

After the arguments, 
Conley offered legal ad-
vise to Town Council.

“This is a renewal hear-
ing,” Conley said. “They 
have a right to object … 
Burden is for the objector 
to show they are not fit for 
renewal.”

Conley said that the 
state’s “standard for im-
posing a penalty on the 
licensee for the actions 
of patrons is impossibly 
high.”

“By way of example, 
I very recently presided 
over a case in which a 
patron murdered anoth-
er patron in front of the 
establishment,” Conley 
said. “This is the same es-
tablishment where there 
was another shooting and 
the owner of this estab-
lishment brandished an 
assault rifle in response 
to that shooting. The DBR 
has stayed my penalty; 
I did not even seek to re-
voke as a result of the mur-
der. I (sought) decreased 
hours. The Department of 
Business Regulations is of 
the opinion that was too 
strict and they are allowed 
to open as if no event had 
occurred at the premises 
at all.”

Conley asked Town 
Council to compare the 
two situations.

“So when you think 
about what level of re-
sponsibility licensees 
have for the actions of 
their patrons when they 
occur outside of the prem-
ises, it’s as close to zero as 
you can imagine,” Con-
ley explained. “So if you 
compare a brandished as-
sault rifle, then a shooting 
incident, followed by a 
murder in which the state 
believes that it’s appropri-
ate for that bar to be open, 
issues related to parking 
are insufficient to impose 
penalty upon a licensee.”

Conley also deflated 
Marusak’s case that Bar 
101 had “unlawfully” ex-
panded the business. He 
referred to the license ap-
plications and building 
permits.

“(The) only property 
identified is the entire 
property … what in fact 
happened is that the 
entire building was ap-
proved,” Conley said. “A 
smaller space within the 
building was originally 
used. Then an expansion 
was also used. But that 
still is within the entirety 
of the premises that was 
originally licensed and 
approved.”

Conley suggested the 
board move to disregard 
the complaints made by 
Marusak and his client.

“The town based on the 
presentation this evening, 
and our own review of the 
record, has no objection 
to the renewal of the li-
cense,” Conley said. “The 
town doesn’t see any evi-
dence sufficient to impose 
penalties on the licensee 
from the actions of third 
parties related to park-
ing.”

Town Council then 
voted unanimously to 
uphold Bar 101’s licens-
es, and granted them an 
extension to the board’s 
next meeting on Dec. 13. 
Shekarchi said his client 
would be able to file a re-
vised application for the 
liquor license renewal by 
then. 

■ Bar
(Continued from page 6)
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By Charlie Curci
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As we continue throughout the fall season, Johnston 
High School is fully gearing up for Thanksgiving!

Currently two of our wonderful organizations are 
running successful campaigns to help those in need this 
holiday season.

First off, the JHS SADD organization, advised by 
Greg Russo, is running their annual canned food drive 
where students are inspired to bring in canned goods to 
support a good cause. We will then donate the cans to 
local food banks and churches within our community to 
support those in need.

It all comes down to competition though here at JHS! 
Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior homerooms 
all compete to hopefully be the victor of this year’s food 
drive! The winning homeroom is taken out to a break-
fast at a local restaurant to thank them for their dedica-
tion and support to our effort.

The JHS National Honor Society chapter, advised by 
Emilia Ruggiero, also runs what is known as the “Tur-
key Drive” where students go around collecting mon-
etary donations with cans.

Any and all donations are also forwarded to different 
churches in the area in addition to that of the canned 
goods to support in any other additional ways.

Together, the Johnston Senior High School commu-
nity’s dedication to helping those in need throughout 
the holiday season is greatly appreciated as we hope to 
be able to support anyone this holiday season. It is truly 
something we all look forward to each and every year, 
and have a joy in planning.

Editor’s Note: Charlie Curci serves as SADD President, 
Student Council Vice President and Junior National Honor 
Society Vice President. Members of the Johnston High School 
Student Council regularly submit articles for publication in 
the Johnston Sun Rise. 

YES WE CAN: From left to right, NHS President Glorianna Crichlow, NHS Vice President Emily Patenaude, and 
NHS Historian Mackenzie Hanna, members of JHS National Honor Society, pose with their cans. (Photos cour-
tesy Johnston High students)

COLLECTION MOUNTS: Members of SADD, President Charlie Curci, Vice President Rachel Ixcotoyac, Senior 
Class President Charlene Hohlmaier, and Senior Class Student Council Representative Janet Clements pose 
with the food collected for the food drive. (Photos courtesy Johnston High students)

JHS holds annual food 
and turkey drive
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SUSPENDED LICENSE

Around 8:45 a.m. on Sept. 9, 
Johnston Police Officer Cody 
Weaver responded to the John-
ston Police Department Head-
quarters to speak with a party 
involved in an accident that oc-
curred Sept. 8. The person was 
identified as Andrew Blinkhorn, 
of 1 Melody Lane, Johnston. 

Blinkhorn told police that 
while driving west on Morgan 
Avenue, his front axle broke and 
he lost control of the vehicle, 
subsequently hitting a utility 
pole along Morgan Avenue. 

Blinkhorn completed a wit-
ness statement about the crash, 
and police performed a back-
ground check. The background 
investigation disclosed Blink-
horn had a suspended license, 
according to a police incident 
report. 

“Checks through Rhode Is-
land Court Connect showed 
this to be Mr. Blinkhorn’s third 
and subsequent offense of driv-
ing with a suspended license re-
sulting in Misdemeanor charg-
es,” Weaver wrote in the report. 
“Mr. Blinkhorn was processed 
and released with a Third Dis-
trict Court summons to appear 
on Sept. 20.”

Police also issued Blinkhorn a 
summons for Immediate Notice 
of Accident, Duty in Accident 
Resulting in Damage to High-
way Fixtures and Laned Road-
way Violation, connected to the 
crash.

FUGITIVE  
FROM JUSTICE

While traveling southbound 
in the area of 1500 Atwood Ave., 
Johnston Police Officer Adam 
M. Parkinson noticed a vehicle 
in front of him “execute a lane 
change without using a direc-
tional,” according to the police 
incident report.

Parkinson detained the ve-
hicle in the parking lot of CVS 
at 1400 Hartford Ave. and spoke 
to the owner/operator of the 
vehicle, Anthony Pereira Jr., of 
58 Eilein Ave., Cranston. 

Parkinson noted that the 
“registration plates belonged to 
a different vehicle and Anthony 
provided documentation for 
same.” 

“Checks on the plates and ve-
hicle were negative,” Parkinson 
wrote. 

However, Rhode Island Reg-
istry Files revealed that Pereira 
had a suspended license and 
NCIC Files revealed an active 
“extraditable from RI only” 
warrant from the Seekonk Po-
lice Department.

“Communications Person-
nel sent a ‘hit confirmation’ to 
Seekonk PD who advised that 
the warrant was active and they 
would extradite,” Parkinson 

wrote in the report.
Pereira was taken into cus-

tody without incident and 
transported to Johnston Police 
Headquarters where he was 
processed, advised of his Con-
stitutional Rights and allowed 
to make a phone call.

Pereira was secured in a cell 
and “given a stern warning con-
cerning his moving violation,” 
according to police.

He was issued a District Court 
Release Summons for Driving 
on a Suspended License (First 
Offense) with a Third District 
Court date of Sept. 13. The ve-
hicle was towed from the scene. 

RESISTING  
ARREST

Around 9:30 p.m. on Aug. 19, 
Johnston Police Officer Thomas 
Santurri was dispatched to 2533 
Hartford Ave. Upon arrival on 
the scene, Santurri made con-
tact with the reporting party, 
who advised there was a man in 
the residence named Jazion San-
tiago, who lived at the address. 

After speaking to the victim, 
Santurri began walking to the 
front door of the residence and 
was “greeted by Mr. Santiago 
through a second story win-
dow,” according to the police 
incident report.

Santiago told police that he 
and the reporting party had 
“an ongoing argument between 
them.”

Santurri asked “Communi-
cations Personnel to conduct a 
check of Santiago to ensure he 
did not have any warrants,” ac-
cording to police.

The check revealed Santiago 
had an active arrest warrant out 
issued by the Cranston Police 
Department for Felony Assault 
by Strangulation. Cranston Po-
lice confirmed the warrant. 

Santiago eventually exited 
the residence and spoke to po-
lice. Police met him next to a 
vehicle parked in the driveway. 

A Johnston police officer at the 
scene told Santiago that he was 
under arrest and that he had a 
warrant. Police then attempted 
to put his hands “behind his 
back, however he began to tense 
his body and violently struggle 
to keep his arms free,” accord-
ing to the police report. 

While one officer had Santi-
ago’s right arm secured behind 
his back, Santurri was able to 
place a single cuff on Santiago’s 
left wrist, police wrote. Police 
said they advised Santiago to 
stop resisting multiple times 
throughout the incident, but 
Santiago “began to struggle fur-
ther and began turning his body 
away from” the officers on the 
scene.

According to police, “San-
tiago then attempted to grab” 
Santurri’s weapon, as all three 

— police and the suspect — 
fell to the ground. Once on the 
ground, police were able to se-
cure Santiago’s right arm, and 
place his right wrist in cuffs. 
While on the ground, police said 
Santiago continued to struggle, 
until he was secured in the back 
of a police cruiser.

“As a result of the incident 
Mr. Santiago stated he was not 
injured and was photographed 
on scene prior to being turned 
over into Cranston Police who 
arrived on scene to take custody 
of him,” Santurri wrote in the 
report. “A non-compliance form 
was completed via the Guard-
ian tracking system.”

Santiago was also charged 
with Resisting Legal or Illegal 
Arrest and Disorderly Conduct. 
A Johnston Police detective re-
sponded to the Cranston Police 
Station to present Santiago with 
a District Court Notice to ap-
pear on Aug. 30.

BENCH  
WARRANT

Johnston Police responded 
to 28 Miller Circle around 11:45 
p.m. on Aug. 28 for a well being 
check.

Upon investigating the re-
port, police performed a rou-
tine background check on Tony 
Omar Stackhouse, who resides 
at the address. The checks re-
vealed Stackhouse had an ac-
tive HWOB Superior Court Full 
Bench Warrant for failing to 
appear “pre-arraignment” on 
a charge of Possession of a Sto-
len Vehicle. He was taken into 
custody without incident and 
transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and taken to the 
ACI intake service center. 

…

Around 5:58 p.m. on Aug. 29, 
Billiejo Distefano, of 48 Old Po-
casset Road, Johnston, respond-
ed to the Johnston Police Head-
quarters in reference to a Sixth 
District Court Bench Warrant in 
connection to Reckless Driving 
charge and other offenses out of 
the Woonsocket Police Depart-
ment. Distefano was processed, 
allowed to make a phone call 
and secured in a cell pending 
further arraignment. She was 
arraigned on Sunday, Aug. 29, 
before J.P. George Lazieh on the 
warrant and she paid the $350 
bail and was released. 

SHOPLIFTING

A Johnston business reported 
to police that on Aug. 18, around 
4:08 p.m., an unidentified man 
was observed entering the store 
and selecting a 2200 watt Honda 
generator valued at $1,099. The 
man then brought the generator 

to the store’s service desk in an 
attempt to return the item.

The man was denied the re-
turn and then immediately pro-
ceeded passed all points of pur-
chase making no attempt to pay 
for the item, exiting the store 
with the generator, according to 
the police incident report. 

Then on Oct. 10, a store repre-
sentative told police that she ob-
served the same man enter the 
store and acting suspiciously as 
he walked throughout the store. 
The store’s loss prevention of-
ficer approached the man, 
later identified as Chistopher 
E. Schreffler, of 18 Brandywine 
Drive, Westerly, and “confront-
ed him about the earlier shop-
lifting at which time the male 
started to become confronta-
tional,” according to the police 
incident report. 

While engaged in the verbal 
confrontation, Johnston police 
arrived on the scene. The store’s 
loss prevention officer told po-
lice that she would like to pur-
sue criminal charges. The case 
was forwarded to the Johnston 
Police Department’s Detective 
Division “in an attempt to have 
a warrant signed regarding said 
incident,” according to police. 

A NCIC/RILETS check re-
vealed Schreffler had multiple 
active warrants. 

The store also provided po-
lice with a witness statement 
concerning another theft alleg-
edly connected to Schreffler, 
which occurred around 1:15 
p.m. on Aug. 30. The store’s 
loss prevention officer told po-
lice that Schreffler approached 
the hardware department and 
selected a Milwaukee Crown 
stapler valued at $299 and a 
lithium battery valued at $169, 
and concealed both under his 
sweatshirt, according to the po-
lice incident report. 

At 1:30 p.m., the man exited 
the store passing all points of 
purchase without attempting to 
pay for them, according to po-
lice.

Loss prevention approached 
him, and Schreffler allegedly 
removed both items from un-
derneath his shirt, handed them 
over, and fled the scene in a 
white Honda SUV. The store 
gave police a copy of video sur-
veillance from the scene. 

Police said Schreffler has 54 
previous charges on his RI BCI, 
including more than 20 shop-
lifting charges. He was released 
form the ACI intake on Oct. 
13, 20214. An affidavit and ar-
rest warrant was prepared for 
Schreffler, charging him with 
another count of Shoplifting 
and Habitual Offender Shoplift-
ing. 

On Oct. 21, Rhode Island 
State Police responded to John-
ston Police Headquarters to 
turn over custody of Schreffler 
who was wanted for two counts 

of Felony Shoplifting and two 
counts of Shoplifting Habitual 
Offender. 

Schreffler was processed, 
advised of his Constitutional 
Rights, afforded the use of the 
telephone, and held, according 
to police.

…

Johnston Police responded to 
The Home Depot in town to in-
vestigate a report of shoplifting 
around 12:05 p.m. on Oct. 22. 

“While en route dispatch per-
sonnel stated that the suspect 
was exiting the store with stolen 
merchandise (multiple Sawzall 
blades),” Johnston Police Sgt. 
David Galligan wrote in the in-
cident report. “Dispatch person-
nel described the suspect as a 
white male, wearing a baseball 
cap and navy-blue sweatshirt.”

Upon arrival, the store’s loss 
prevention manager pointed 
the suspect out to police as he 
walked through the parking lot. 
The man made eye contact with 
Galligan and “began to walk 
more quickly towards a white 
1998 Toyota Camry with MA 
passenger” plates, according to 
the report.

The suspect was later identi-
fied as James J. Lang, of 83 Ster-
ling St., Apt. No. LKA, Provi-
dence.

“I observed a large bulge 
in the front pocket of … Mr. 
Lang’s hooded sweatshirt and 
he had both of his hands in 
the front pocket manipulating 
something,” Galligan wrote. 
“As he entered the vehicle I was 
alongside the driver’s door of 
the vehicle and I observed him 
removing multiple red Diablo 
Sawzall blades from the front 
hooded sweatshirt pocket and 
throwing them on the passen-
ger’s side floor board.”

The suspect was removed 
from the vehicle and placed un-
der arrest, cuffed and searched.

Police said an additional 
unopened package of Diablo 
Sawzall blades were found still 
concealed in the front pocket of 
Lang’s sweatshirt.

A RILETS check of the ve-
hicles registration revealed that 
the plates were expired. The ve-
hicle was towed from the scene.

“An inventory search of the 
vehicle was conducted prior to 
it being towed at which time 
the stolen merchandise was 
seized from the passenger’s 
side floor and turned over to 
The Home Depot after being 
photographed,” Galligan wrote 
in the report.

The value of the eight stolen 
Diablow Sawzall blades totaled 
$352.76, according to police. 
Lang was transported to head-
quarters where he was pro-
cessed and later released with 
a notice to appear in Third Dis-
trict Court on Nov. 15.

Police log
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By Denise Bell
Special to the Sun Rise

The JSC is planning some fun Christmas observances 
this year. With the happenings of last year, the center be-
ing closed and events being put on hold because of the 
pandemic, many of our community and Center mem-
bers spent the season at home or even alone. 

This year we are so happy to not only be open since 
June, inviting our members to celebrate our reopening 
in July, and now we are excited to have our traditional 
Christmas Tree Lighting along with a new fun event.

 On Dec. 1, we will be lighting the Christmas Tree 
as we serve hot cocoa, apple cider and holiday cook-
ies right after our noontime meal. You will also enjoy a 
Sing-Along with Shirley Martin as she plays a variety 
of Christmas music for your appreciation. To join us for 
lunch on that day and be here for the fun, all you need to 
do is call Brenda at 401-944-3343 to reserve your meal! 

Something different this year will be the new “Twelve 
Raffle Days of Christmas” where there will be a draw-
ing each weekday for 12 days from Thursday, Dec. 2 un-
til Friday Dec. 17.

The tickets are $12.00 and are on sale now at the JSC 
front desk.  You will have an opportunity to win a fan-
tastic gift from a variety of prizes. We don’t want you to 
miss the FUN, so come in to get your ticket today and 
call to let us know that you are coming to the Tree Light-
ing! We hope to see many of you spend some time with 
us and enjoy time with friends as we celebrate together!

Editor’s Note: Denise Bell is the Assistant Director at the 
Johnston Senior Center. 

Senior Center 
plans 12-day 

Christmas raffle 
& tree lighting 

PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE: Gail Krikorian holds a raffle ticket in anticipation the first day of “Twelve Raffle 
Days of Christmas,”  when a drawing will be held each weekday for 12 days from Thursday, Dec. 2 until Friday 
Dec. 17. (Submitted photo)

WHERE TO GO
Johnston Senior Center 

Annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting

Wednesday, Dec. 1
12 p.m. 

Light refreshments 
served
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
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Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C
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TODAY!
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732-3100

To which Razza added: 
“We knew this age group 
may have presented us 
with a challenge, so as a 
way to lighten the mood 
and make it less stress-
ful, we had Minnie Mouse 
meet and greet the chil-
dren.”

However, the famed 
Disney character wasn’t 
the night’s only fun en-
tertainment, as the JPD 
brought in Maurice the 
Acrobat from Circus Dy-
nasty who displayed his 
unique balancing and jug-
gling skills throughout the 
clinic while Minnie Mouse 
(a.k.a. Kathy Holburn of 
Party Characters) created 
a special mood among 
young and old alike.

The JPD’s plan worked 
to perfection, volunteers 
like former DPW Direc-
tor Arnie Vecchione, who 
checked children in and 
explained the eight-sta-
tion layout to parents who 
were also impressed with 
how a number of JPD of-
ficers and JFD firefighters 
assisted clinic goers.

Vecchione, in fact, was 
amazed that none of the 
children seemed scared 
and offered some of the 
many comments from the 
kids.

“One little boy asked me 
how big are the needles!” 
said Vecchione. “Another 
boy asked ‘where are they 
going to put the needle’ 
while a little girl quipped 
‘I hope my name isn’t on 
the list!”

Meanwhile, Sheri LaFa-
zia — whose daughter Ali 
is a fourth grader at Sarah 
Dyer Barnes School — is-
sued a heartfelt “Thank 
You” to Mayor Polisena 
and everyone from the 
JPD and JFD who made 
sure the clinic was as safe 
as possible.

“The Mayor made my 
daughter feel very com-
fortable,” LaFazia added. 
“He — as well as other 
men who gave the vacci-
nations — created a stress-
free atmosphere for our 
children.”

Through it all, as Dr. 
Vincent D’Alessandro 
of Johnston — who was 
standing by in case of an 
emergency — observed as 
he chatted with parents 
and watched children get 
their shots: “There were 
only a couple of cases 
when a child seemed con-
cerned. Other than that to-
night went well!”

It was a night during 
which the JPD and JFD 
with Razza and Chief Pe-
ter Lamb headed their 
forces — once again epit-
omized officials putting 

their best feet forward to 
protect children.

It was also a night when 
Mayor Polisena utilized 
his vast experiences in the 
medical field as a regis-
tered nurse and was one 
of eight people who vacci-
nated unlimited children 
and offering a throwback 
to his valuable days as an 
EMT with the JFD.

“I’m honored to be able 
to serve the residents of 
Johnson not only as May-
or, but also as a registered 
nurse in administering the 
Pfizer Covid-19 vaccina-
tion at this clinic for chil-
dren ages 5-11 years old,” 
Polisena said while ad-
ministering another shot. 
“I am very happy to be a 
part of the effort in vac-
cinating our children to 
ensure their safety against 
COVID-19!”

Razza concluded, with 
a special sense of pride 
and community caring in 
his voice: “In all, it was 
a very successful clinic, 
especially for this age 
group as we more than ac-
complished our objective. 
Over 200 children were 
vaccinated in under three 
hours and surprisingly, 
over 100 within the very 
first hour; a very impres-
sive and highly efficient 
pace for this age group. 
We’re going to do this 
again on December 1.”

■ Vaccine
(Continued from page 1)

MIGHTY MAURICE: Maurice of Circus Dynasty was a 
huge hit during last week’s Covid-19 vaccination clinic 
where he performed a number of juggling and balanc-
ing that more than 200 children enjoyed either before or 
after they received their shots.

NURSE’S NICHE: Ali La Fazia, a fourth grade student 
offered a “thumbs up” with Mayor Joseph Polisena af-
ter he administered a Covid-19 vaccination during last 
Wednesday night’s clinic. (Submitted photo)

VALUABLE 
VOLUNTEER: Arnie 
Vecchione (right), retired 
DPW Director plays it safe 
wearing a mask while sign-
ing in another youngster 
during last week’s clinic.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  German philosopher
  6.  A type of stock trading (abbr.)
  9.  Cincinnati ballplayers
 13.  Deerlike water buffaloes
 14.  Island
 15.  Jewish calendar month
 16.  Round Dutch cheese
 17.  Unstressed syllable of a metrical 

foot
 18.  A restaurant needs one
 19.  Decent behaviors
 21.  Groans
 22.  Works hard
 23.  Upset
 24.  A sound made in speech
 25.  One point east of due south
 28.  Boxing’s GOAT
 29.  Whittles
 31.  Tailless amphibian
 33.  Surrounded
 36.  Doesn’t stay still
 38.  Copycat
 39.  Four-door car
 41.  Morally correct behavior
 44.  Something that is owed
 45.  Pasta needs it
 46.  Ant-Man’s last name
 48.  Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!

 49.  Small period of time (abbr.)
 51.  Woman (French)
 52.  On or around
 54.  Fencing swords
 56.  Fonts
 60.  A command in the name of the 

court
 61.  Sprays with an irritant
 62.  Georgetown athlete
 63.  Dry or withered
 64.  Sign of injury
 65.  Tracts of land (abbr.)
 66.  365 days
 67.  Physique
 68.  Icelandic poems

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Bodily substance
  2.  Internal
  3.  Provoke or annoy
  4.  Type of lounge chair
  5.  Losses
  6.  Makes less severe
  7.  Identifi es a thing close at hand
  8.  Group of blood disorders (abbr.)
  9.  Rebuilt
 10.  Ancient Greek City
 11.  American investigative journalist
 12.  Partially melted snow

 14.  Take shape
 17.  Mexican beverage
 20.  Patti Hearst’s captors
 21.  Jacobs and Summers are two
 23.  Disfi gure
 25.  Scientists’ tool (abbr.)
 26.  Ill-mannered person
 27.  Overhang
 29.  Famed rat catcher
 30.  Passover feast and ceremony
 32.  Equal to 10 meters
 34.  Central processing unit
 35.  Chinese native religion
 37.  Unfermented juices
 40.  “To the __ degree”
 42.  Frozen water
 43.  Medieval circuit courts
 47.  1,000 cubic feet (abbr.)
 49.  Gossipy
 50.  Shopping is one type
 52.  Palmlike plant
 53.  Partner to “oohed”
 55.  Welsh name meaning “snow”
 56.  Popular Mexican dish
 57.  It helps power devices
 58.  Reddish-brown wildcat
 59.  Impertinence
 61.  Legal fi nancial term (abbr.)
 65.  Atomic #52

to discourage adults from 
buying alcohol for minors.”

The campaign aims “to 
inform, educate and re-
mind our community of 
the implications of selling 
and providing alcohol to 
underage youth.”

Sweet contacted sev-
eral local grocery chains, 
looking for a partner for 
this year’s Thanksgiving-
themed initiative. 

She said both Shaw’s 
and Stop & Shop didn’t 
return her calls.

Market Basket, how-
ever, which opened a lo-
cation in Johnston over 
the summer, replied with 
enthusiasm.

“The campaign gives us 
the opportunity to create 
connections between re-
tailers and the community 
at large,” Sweet wrote in a 
statement. “We work with 
retailers to provide im-
portant prevention mes-
saging to curb youth use. 
It is important to engage 
the community and work 
with partners to assist us 
because we cannot do it 
alone.”

Past attempts have tar-
geted local alcohol sellers; 
the stickers were affixed 
to bottles and six-pack 
holders.

“This campaign is usu-
ally done with alcohol 
retailers, where youth go 
to the liquor stores and 
place stickers on the alco-
holic beverage containers 
to remind those who are 
purchasing alcohol not 
to provide alcohol to mi-
nors,” Sweet wrote. “We 
have also created stick-
ers for pizza restaurants 
stickers are placed on the 
pizza boxes. This is our 

first time we created stick-
ers to go on the turkeys 
and stuffing boxes in mar-
kets.”

The Tri-County Com-
munity Action Agency 
has an office at 1126 Hart-
ford Ave., close to the new 
Market Basket, at 1300 
Hartford Ave.

Sweet said her organi-
zation greatly appreciates 
the company’s partner-
ship in this year’s Sticker 
Shock evolution. 

She serves as an ad-
vanced prevention spe-
cialist who works with 
local prevention spe-
cialists, coordinating 
prevention coalitions 
in the towns of John-
ston, Smithfield, North 
Providence, Scituate and 
Cranston.

“Youth who start drink-
ing alcohol at a young age 
have a higher chance to 
develop a dependence lat-
er on,” Sweet said. “Ado-
lescents are more vulner-
able to risky substance 
use because the brain is 
not fully developed un-
til age 26. Alcohol affects 
kids brain differently than 
an adult brain.”

Although adults are 
the Sticker Shock targets, 
young people are the in-
tended beneficiate of the 
campaign.

“It can actually cause 
serious harm to the still 
developing adolescent 
brain (ages 10-25 years 
old),” Sweet explained. 
“Research shows that 
teenagers delay drinking 
when they get clear mes-
sages from their parents 
that drinking is unaccept-
able.”

Sixth-graders from 
the Nicholas A. Ferri 
Middle School — Mack-
enzie Denton, Izabella 
Urena, Anthony Hopp, 

Lea Petrillo, Isabella 
Jean, Islas Troxell, and 
Shayla Delvecchio — 
stormed the turkey isle 
at Market Basket on 
Tuesday afternoon on 
Nov. 16. 

The students are mem-
bers of Above The Influ-
ence (ATI), an organiza-
tion that strives to keep 
its members, and their 
friends and families, so-
ber.

Carolyn Carnevale, Fer-
ri’s ATI advisor and also 
a sixth-grade teacher, ac-
companied her students 
Tuesday.

“It’s important for them 
to know,” she said before 
the stickers were handed 
out. “Underage drinking 
is not healthy for them.”

Kaitlyn Maggiore, a 
Tri-County and Johnston 
Prevention Coalition Co-
ordinator, handed the 
stickers out to the sixth-
graders, and two John-
ston High School juniors 
who turned out to help 
— Emma Homenick and 
Melanie Capraro. 

“Teens can drink and 
are starting to drive,” 
Capraro said, explaining 
why the Sticker Shock 
campaign is important. “If 
they drink and drive, they 
could kill or injure them-
selves or other people.”

Xavier Taylor, Market 
Basket’s assistant store 
manager in Johnston, said 
the store will sell “thou-
sands of turkeys” this 
year.

A small warning to 
families will be affixed 
to most of those turkeys. 
Prevention advocates 
hope the warnings will hit 
home, and families may 
think twice before allow-
ing younger feast partici-
pants to indulge in drink-
ing alcohol.

■ Turkey
(Continued from page 1)

BIRD CALLS TO ACTION: Johnston students and the Southern Providence Coun-
ty Regional Prevention Coalition, which includes Johnston Prevention Coalition, are 
participating in a Thanksgiving Sticker Shock Campaign. They’re slapping a special 
warning on the holiday birds for sale at the Johnston Market Basket store.  (Sun Rise 
photos by Rory Schuler)

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!
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STICKERS READY: Kaitlyn Maggiore, a Tri-County and Johnston Prevention Coali-
tion Coordinator, handed the stickers out to the sixth-graders, and two Johnston High 
School juniors who turned out to participate in the Sticker Shock Campaign.

STUFFING TOO: Johnston students and the Southern Providence County Regional 
Prevention Coalition are participating in a Thanksgiving Sticker Shock Campaign. 
They’re slapping a special warning on the holiday favorites sold at the Johnston Mar-
ket Basket store.  (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising
on this page, call 732-3100 today.

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodfl orist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 69¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel • Uniforms
Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars • Pens • Banners 
Padfolios • Holiday Cards • Key Rings • Tote Bags

Coolers • Watches • Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS • INNOVATIVE IDEAS • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

YOUR
DESIGN

HERE

1500 atwood ave, johnston, ri 02919

401-355-pure
www.purewhiteri.com

By JENNIFER COATES

The iconic musician David Bowie once wrote of aging 
gracefully: “Aging is an extraordinary process where you 
become the person you always should have been.”  The notion 
of “aging” as synonymous with “becoming” and evolving with 
grace and dignity is the enduring philosophy of Akshay Talwar, 
the founder and director of The Preserve at Briarcliffe. Truly, 
it is Talwar’s overarching belief that, even as we age, life is 
still full of opportunities for growth, meaningful relationships, 
personal happiness, fulfilment and becoming the best versions 
of ourselves. 

This belief was a compelling force behind the conception, 
design, construction and completion of The Preserve, a 
Continued Care Retirement Community on the Briarcliffe 
campus in Johnston. Today, the increasing number of residents 
who have made The Preserve their home continue to live their 
lives with a sense of purpose, contentment and “becoming.”

Every detail of this senior living community was intentionally 
designed to make residents and guests alike feel at home. 
Many special architectural features were incorporated into 
the design of this innovative residential complex. Though 
some of these might go unnoticed by the casual observer, they 
nonetheless exceed the “norm” and go beyond the standards 
of the industry. Some of these features include:

• Access to outdoors:  All apartments come with individual 
patios, balconies, Juliet balconies or casement windows.

• Natural light:  Wide corridors with handrails, bookended 
by large windows, let in abundant daylight. 

• Climate controls:  Each apartment has individual heating 
and air conditioning controls.

• Barrier-free showers: safe and easy access to full-size 
showers

• Generator: May seem like a minor detail, but with New 
England weather, this is important. There is a back-up 
generator large enough to power the entire building for 
approximately one week.

• Elevators: Two large elevators for both safety and peace 
of mind

Beyond these design features, The Preserve offers an 
array of highly personalized amenities and services such as:  
Restaurant-style dining, weekly housekeeping, laundry and 
linen services, state-of-the-art call and monitoring systems, 

scheduled transportation to appointments and outings. 
Basically everything that someone who wants to enjoy a truly 
fulfilling life and the freedom to “become the person they 
were always meant to be” is found here at The Preserve at 
Briarcliffe.

Now is a great time to schedule your in-person tour of this 
exciting residence at 54 Old Pocasset Road. Come to this 
beautiful setting amid the peaceful woods of Johnston and 
make yourself at home.  

To arrange for your tour, call 401.944.2450 or visit Briarcliffe 
online at www.briarclifferi.com.

The Preserve at Briarcliffe
Redefi ning the Senior Living Experience

This beautifully-appointed and welcoming residence, The Preserve at Briarcliffe in Johnston, is open for live tours.  Set in the 
serene woods of the city, The Preserve is a Continuing Care Retirement Community ~ and your potential new home!
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By JON ANDERSON
Special to the Sun Rise

Looking for a free tutor? Thanks to the Rhode Island Office of Li-
brary and Information Services, you can take your homework ques-
tion to an online session with a professional tutor. Please give this 
excellent service a try while it is still funded.

You can find this and other such free services through Askri.org.
Another one of them is Udemy, which has instructional material to 

help you develop business knowledge and advanced computer skills, 
from general business programs up to learning programming lan-
guages.  

From askRI you can find various ways to access magazine articles 
from hundreds of journals, information for school research, and read-
ing recommendations.

AskRI links to a database of automotive repair information. There is 
a free tool, Mango, to learn dozens of foreign languages. And you can 
pose a question to librarians via email.

Throughout my life, I’ve been grateful for librarians I’ve known. They 
love their jobs, and are driven to help people find things. Librarians 
want to know what interests you, and will do what they can to help 
find information, resources, and new authors to inspire you.

I’m thankful for the library Johnston has provided, and for system 
we have in Rhode Island. 

The size of the state is just about right for a close knit group of 
mostly independent, cooperating libraries each seeking to reflect its 
own community, with a consortium and state agency that offer library 
workers various ways to meet and continue their education, to learn 
from the greater library world, and to offer better resources to our 
local patrons.

Like your mind and body, libraries are at their best when you make 
use of them. So go to the library, and learn what’s there.

Mohr Library is closed Thursday and Friday for Thanksgiving. Open 
Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Jon Anderson serves as the Marian J. Mohr Memorial Library Director. 

Be thankful for 
your local library

FROM THE JOHNSTON LIBRARY

SCRUFFY FINEST: Have you noticed that Johnston’s officers look a little bit scruffy? Members of the Johnston Police Department are now participating in No Shave 
November, a month-long journey where participants forgo shaving in order to evoke conversation and raise cancer awareness, according to a post on the department’s 
Facebook page. Each participating officer has made a donation to the Tomorrow Fund to assist in their mission to fight pediatric cancer at Hasbro Children’s Hospital. 
(Photo posted on the Johnston Police Department Facebook page)

Say you saw it in the 
Johnston Sun Rise
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Thankful for so many things
At a time when we can easily find things to 

complain about, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving 
remind us to focus on things to be grateful for.

When American men and women decide to devote 
their time to the military to defend and fight for our 
country, we can be grateful that they sacrificed their 
lifestyles and family lives to work for us all.

During the last two years with Covid creating 
unfortunate situations for so many folks, there are 
also some who have found their positions to be in 
demand and have provided services and products 
needed to keep us going in challenging conditions. 
We can be thankful for those folks who showed up 
for work regardless of the risk at hand.

It is times like now that we can consider perhaps 
making a donation or volunteering our time to help 
those who are in need. 

Donating to your favorite charity is a nice way to 
help others.

Volunteering your time can make a difference in 
someone’s life.

Delivering meals to senior citizens who are 
confined to their homes will allow them a balanced 
meal and the daily visit, even for a few minutes, can 
be the bright spot in their day.

Sending a holiday card or care package to our 
troops serving our country is a great way to 
show gratitude for their service. Go to  https://
militaryholidaycardchallenge.com/ for guidelines.

A sick child would love to receive a get-well card 
or a small gift to cheer them up while in the hospital. 
Go to https://www.lifespan.org/hasbro-childrens-
hospital/ways-to-give for ways to give.

If you have a product or service you wish to 
donate, be sure to research that organization’s 
credibility. Although there are many great charities 
and foundations set up to legitimately help, there are 

some who have names sounding trustworthy but are 
scammers.

I would like to take this time to thank a few folks 
who have helped me through the past year.

First and foremost, I am grateful for my family for 
being the most awesome family I could ask for. 

Thank you to my clients who put their trust in me 
to help them navigate the process of buying or selling 
their homes.

Thank you to ReMax Real Estate Center for 
providing me the tools I need to do my job and 
support systems to help whenever needed.

Thank you to the team at Beacon Communications 
for allowing me to submit my articles to you. I hope 
you find them informative.

Happy Thanksgiving!!

Donna DeLauro
ReMax Real Estate Center

Dedicated to providing quality service my client’s deserve
Also proud founder of 

Mature Matters —
Senior Real Estate Specialists

401-486-6044 • donnadelauro@hotmail.com
www.donnadelaurorealestate.com

Donna DeLauro
Senior Real Estate Specialist

RE/MAX Real Estate Center
Founder of Mature Matters

Call today to reserve your advertising 
space in our monthly section:

RhodyHome
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder for one low price

732-3100
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Doing what’s right...for you!
greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, WarwickEQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY NMLS# 1184630

GRAB A GREAT LOW RATE...
Before it’s TOO LATE! 

Don’t miss your chance! For help 
in choosing the right mortgage 
for your specific situation, contact 
our Mortgage Department at 
401-562-2729 – TODAY!

Greenwood 
Mortgage 
Refinancing
 Lower Payments
 LESS Interest
 Personal Service

Updated Kitchen

A stylish, functional kitchen is 
a must for anyone who enjoys 
culinary arts or the simple 
pleasure of gathering family or 
friends around the dinner table. 
Cabinetry is a focal point in most 
kitchens, so it’s an element that 
many homeowners give plenty of 
consideration. Today’s looks are 
commonly painted, and black is 
a surprisingly neutral option that 
can be adapted to numerous styles. 
Medium density fi berboard is 
ideal for painted cabinetry because 
it provides a smooth surface for 
even coating and stands up to 
the temperatures and humidity 
commonly found in the kitchen.

For a contemporary but classic 
look, try Wellborn Cabinet’s 
Hartford door fi nished in Onyx 
paint and dressed with bronze 
pulls and moulding for an 
attractive look from fl oor to 

(almost) ceiling. To create visual 
interest and contrast, take a 
different approach with your 
island, such as a Concord Maple 
door in Drift Slate fi nish. Don’t 
forget to give extra attention to 
what’s inside the cabinets, too. 
Options like adjustable slide-out 
shelving make it easy to access 
even more storage space.

Bathroom Refresh

Whether you’re breathing new 
life into an outdated bathroom 
or converting unused space into 
a new one, practical design is 
essential. This is especially true 
if you’re working on a full bath 
with a smaller footprint where 
storage space is at a premium. 
While a powder room may not 
require much in the way of storage 
beyond space for extra rolls of 
toilet paper and hand towels, a 
full bath demands much more.

Using the right cabinetry for 
your vanity can create architectural 
detail that makes even this small 
space feel special. The clean lines 
of a Preston door style in medium 
density fi berboard is a practical 
and eye-pleasing option. To 
complement the vanity, consider 
built-in cabinets in the corner. 
This is a smart way to use square 
footage that might otherwise be 
wasted. For visual interest, match 
the cabinet door style to the vanity 
but in a complementary way. One 
on-trend example is a soft, creamy 
Gray Mist vanity paired with a 
rich Willow gray.

Make function a priority with 
deep drawer dividers, sliding 
shelves and other creative 
solutions, such as repurposing a 
silverware tray insert to organize 
your toiletry drawer.

Find more inspiration for your 
next home renovation by visiting 
Wellborn.com.

Take a Room-by-Room Approach to Renovations
FAMILY FEATURES

When your home needs updating in multiple 
spaces, you may fi nd yourself wondering where 
to begin. Prioritizing the rooms you use most and 
those in the greatest need of attention can allow you 
to work through your renovation at a reasonable 
pace while bringing greater enjoyment to your home 
one room at a time.

There’s no rule about where to start; it all comes 
down to your budget and how your family uses your 
home. The true beginning of any project is defi ning 
your vision for the fi nished space. These on-trend 
ideas can help you get started.

Multi-Purpose Room Makeover

If you spend any time on social media, you know 
laundry and multi-purpose mudroom updates 
are popular. Having a well-organized, attractive 
workspace can make the less glamorous aspects of 
homeownership more appealing. Today’s mudrooms 
are more than a pass-through space. With thoughtful 
planning, you can create a more functional area for 
laundry, a drop area for book bags and other daily 
necessities and even grooming space for a pet or a 
potting area for an avid gardener.

With a space that gets used in so many ways, 
cabinetry plays an important role in keeping your 
cleaning equipment and belongings tidy and neat. 
You’ll be able to fi nd shapes and sizes to fi t practically 
any need you can imagine, like tall hideaways for 
brooms or gardening tools and low-profi le options 
that can double as bench seating. If your footprint 
allows it, consider an island for added storage and 
workspace.
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By MERI R. KENNEDY
 

7th annual  
Fez-tival of Trees

On Thanksgiving week-
end, the Rhode Island Shri-
ners will host their seventh 
annual Fez-tival of Trees. The 
event will take place on Satur-
day, Nov. 27, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and on Sunday, Nov. 
28, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet, lo-
cated at 60 Rhodes Place in 
Cranston.

There is a suggested $2 do-
nation for adults at the door, 
and children 12 and under 
are admitted at no cost. There 
will be tree and wreath dis-
plays, free children’s activi-
ties, table raffles, a 50/50 cash 
raffle, penny socials, a holi-
day marketplace featuring 
crafters and artisans, refresh-
ments at Mrs. Claus’s Café, 
musical entertainment and 
more. Tree and wreath raffle 
drawings begin at 3 p.m. each 
day.

The event is the largest 
fundraiser for the Shrines 
each year. To learn more, visit 
www.rhodesonthepawtuxet.
com.

 
Holiday Bazaar

Phillips Memorial Baptist 
Church, located at 565 Ponti-
ac Ave. in Cranston, will host 
a Holiday Bazaar from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Nov. 30. A Coffee 
Nook will be open from 9 to 
10:30 a.m. and Lunch To Go 
will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The event will feature base-
ment bargains & treasures, 
baked goods, crafts, jewelry, 
needle works and much 
more! The church is handi-
capped accessible.

 
Mental Health:  

Finding help and hope 
through NAMI-RI

The mission of the Rhode 
Island chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI- Rhode Island) is to 
offer education, resources 
and support to all whose lives 
are touched by mental illness; 
to advocate at every level to 
ensure the rights and dignity 
of those with mental illness; 
and to promote research in 
the science and treatment of 

mental illness. Currently, we 
are offering Free and Virtual 
programs for schools, fami-
lies and consumers.

For more information on 
NAMI- RI and our programs 
and services, please contact 
them at:  http://namirhode-
island.org or by phone at 
401-331-3060 Email: info@
namirhodeisland.org.

School presentations for 
Middle and High School 
audiences: “Inside Mental 
Illness” and “Ending the Si-
lence” are available for stu-
dents, faculty/staff, and fami-
lies using virtual platforms.

 Family Support Groups 
and Family education pro-
grams: Family Support 
Groups are currently avail-
able virtually; our Family-
to-Family education course 
is taking registrations for its 
next virtual session. 

Peer/Consumer Support 
and education programs:  
Peer support groups are held 
both virtually and in small, 
socially distanced in-person 
settings.

Volunteer Opportunity: 
Are you interested in becom-
ing a volunteer at NAMI 
Rhode Island? For informa-
tion about training email 
info@namirhodeisland.org or 
call 401-331-3060

 
New Donation Center for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Rhode Island (BBBSRI) will 
open a new Donation Drop-
Off Center at 993 Oaklawn 
Ave. on Dec.1. BBBSRI’s 
main headquarters has been 
located on Pontiac Ave. for 
12 years.  With its headquar-
ters moved to Providence 
this November, BBBSRI had 
to find a new location for its 
Cranston Drop Off Center.

 Residents are encouraged 
to drop off bagged clothing 
and textiles at the new loca-
tion, 993 Oaklawn Avenue 
(next to Gasbarro’s Liquor 
Store plaza) Monday – Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. The 
location is staffed with an at-
tendant during these hours. 
During off-hours, residents 
can conveniently drop 
bagged items into one of 
BBBSRI’s green donation bins 
located in the parking lot. 

BBBSRI makes donating 

easy. In addition to our Dona-
tion Center, residents can also 
schedule a free curbside pick-
up at their home or drop their 
bagged cloth in bins through-
out the state. Visit BigsRI.org/
DonateRI to schedule your 
pick-up online or find your 
nearest bin.

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Rhode Island creates and 
supports one-to-one mentor-
ing relationships that ignite 
the power and promise of 
youth. If you are interested in 
mentoring a child, donating 
to support our program, host-
ing a clothing drive, hosting a 
clothing fundraiser for your 
school or group, or more, visit 
www.BigsRI.org, call (401) 
921-2434, or email events@
BigsRI.org.

 
Tour the Johnston  
Historical Society

Just a reminder that Tues-
days, 6 to 8 p.m. are open 
hours at the Johnston Histori-
cal Society. Tour the museum! 
Tour the Elijah Angell House! 
Ask all the questions you ever 
wanted to ask about Johnston 
history! All are welcome!

Contact the Johnston His-
torical Society at 231-3380 or 
at johnstonhistorical1825@
gmail.com, www.johnston-
historical.org or www.face-
book.com/johnstonhistorical.

 
Youth basketball opens  

for registration

Youth Basketball Registra-
tions now being accepted at 
the Recreation Department in 
Johnston. Please visit www.
johnstonrec.com for more in-
formation, and to download/
print the forms. Forms and 
payments can be dropped 
off at the recreation office at 
Johnston Memorial Park. 
(Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.) Checks and money 
orders preferred. (they do not 
accept credit card payments)

Please remember if a player 
is interested in playing travel 
basketball, they must be reg-
istered with the rec program.

 
Bingo is back

Bingo games have re-
turned to the Johnston Senior 
Center.

At 2 p.m. on Thursdays 

and Fridays, Johnston Se-
nior Center members can try 
their luck on the Bingo cards 
again.

During the pandemic, the 
games had ceased, and were 
badly missed. Last week, a 
successful Dress-Down fun-
draiser resulted in free Del’s 
Lemonade for participants.

 
Johnston Senior  
Center updates

Things are happening 
once again in full swing at 
the Johnston Senior Center. 
The following is list of classes 
and activities held daily. 

On Mondays, Walk away 
the Pounds, Aerobics & Boot 
Camp, Arts & Crafts and Hi 
Lo Jack.

It is Walk away the Pounds 
and Bocce on Tuesdays and 
on Wednesdays it will be 
Bocce, Quilting, Zumba and 
Fit and Strong as well as Hi 
Lo Jack and Poker.

On Thursdays it is Walk 
away the Pounds, Bocce, 
Marg Jong, Yoga and Bingo 
and on Fridays it is Line 
Dancing, Zumba and Bingo.

 
Co-ed Volleyball

The Johnston Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
currently accepting registra-
tions for the coed middle 
school volleyball program. It 
is open to Johnston residents 
currently in the 6th, 7th, and 
8th grade. The program will 
be held at the Johnston High 
School gymnasium. Par-
ticipants will meet 3 times 
per week, for 4 weeks. For 
more information, pricing, 
and times/dates, please visit 
www.johnstonrec.com. 

 
Pet Food Drive

Defenders of Animals will 
be hosting a Pet Food Drive 
throughout the month of 
November. Please bring all 
donations to the Warwick 
Animal Hospital, located at 
1950 Elmwood Ave in War-
wick. Drop off is Monday-
Friday an ask for Tonya.

 
The Return of  

Saturday Drop-In  
Crafts at Mohr Library

This week, the Marian 
J. Mohr Memorial Library 
will resume Saturday hours 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Do 
some crafts in the library or 
take some home. They are 
located at 1 Memorial Ave. in 
Johnston.

 
Little Free Pantry to  
offer Christmas help

The Little Free Pantry is 
no accepting applications to 

apply for Christmas Help. 
Their goal is to provide 1-3 
items per child: value of 
your gifts range from $5-$40 
dollars as this is a helping 
hand. They do their best to 
help as many as they can, yet 
they do not guarantee help. 
Those who self-identify that 
they need assistance, living 
in Coventry, Cranston, Scitu-
ate, Warwick and West War-
wick are welcome to apply.  

Please include your name, 
a picture/copy of a recent 
utility bill in your name (your 
photo ID will be required 
at pick up) please block out 
account numbers, and they 
just need to verify address 
and name. They can’t accept 
people signing up for others, 
your Facebook name must 
be similar to your real name

For each child up to age 
17, Child name (first name 
only), age, gender and 
Wishlist or a list of likes (of 
mixed value max 40 dollars 
per item). You must provide 
a list we cannot fill requests 
without it. Please note they 
will consider children over 
age 17 with special needs, 
please PM us in regard to 
our requirements.  NO re-
quests for Gift cards/tickets, 
as well as any video games/
systems (exception would 
be inexpensive headphones 
and accessories) will be hon-
ored.

Also include a list of other 
programs you have signed 
up for or intend to sign up 
for.

Due to dishonesty about 
children they now require 
a birth certificate at pick up 
time. Your I.D. must match 
one of the parents listed on 
the birth certificate. Excep-
tion for those with legal 
custody paperwork will be 
required   This for visual in-
spection in person only!

While we never ask for 
income verification and re-
serve the right to ask for ad-
ditional information for chil-
dren as you may only sign 
up your children that live 
with you full time. their pick-
up location is in Warwick, 
near RT 37. They provide 
this information when pick 
up times are arranged. This 
is borrowed space afforded 
to them by a local business in 
which we are allowed to use 
after business hours.  

 
Friends of the  

Mohr Public Library

Friends of the Mohr Pub-
lic Library is a 501(c)3 non-
profit corporation dedicated 
to Mohr Library.

Members of the Friends 
plan and run book sales and 
carry out other fundraising 
activities to allow Mohr Li-

brary to increase services and 
programs.

The Friends welcome new 
members who are willing to 
support either through dona-
tions, membership dues, or 
through volunteering their 
time.

To find out more, contact 
library director at 231-4980 
(press 7).

 
Johnston Senior Center  

offers services

If you need any help with 
heating, housing, etc., during 
this cold winter or humidity 
or any other time, contact the 
Johnston Senior Center So-
cial Services Department by 
calling 944-3343. Madeline or 
Amy will be happy to help 
you.

 
News from the Mohr Me-

morial Library
Mohr Library is current-

ly accessible to the public 
during reduced hours but 
continues to offer curbside 
pickup and other services 
during its regular schedule. 
Services include curbside 
delivery; reference help by 
phone, email or in person; 
recommendation lists and 
one-on-one help to explore 
interests in reading, viewing 
and listening; printing from 
home or your device; use of 
computers and copier; and a 
free notary public, evenings 
and Saturdays by appoint-
ment.

 
Johnston Community 

Library Book Club

Children ages 8 to 10 can 
meet online, by invitation, 
Thursdays at 3 p.m. to hear 
readings and discuss books 
with library trustee and vol-
unteer Denese Carpenter.

Interested in other times 
or want to suggest a book for 
discussion? Let them know.

Parents can learn more 
about sign-up procedures by 
contacting Library Director 
Jon Anderson. Email info@
mohrlibrary.org or call 401-
231-4980, ext. 7.

 
Did you  
know?

 
Writer and editor Sarah Jo-

sepha Hale convinced Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln to of-
ficially declare Thanksgiving 
a national holiday, after three 
decades of persistent lobby-
ing. The author also found-
ed the American Ladies 
Magazine, which promoted 
women’s issues long before 
suffrage. She wrote count-
less articles and letters, ad-
vocating for Thanksgiving to 
help unify the Northern and 
Southern states amid gath-
ering divisions. Hale kept at 
it, even after the Civil War 
broke out, and Lincoln actu-
ally wrote the proclamation 
just a week after her last letter 
in 1863, earning her the name 
the Mother of Thanksgiving. 
(Source: Thanksgiving Fun 
Facts 2021)

 
SunriseScoops@aol.com. 

Photos in jpg format are accepted 
and news can include communi-
ty events, promotions, academic 
news and nonprofit events as 
well as virtual events. Email 
today and see your news in our 
column in the Johnston Sun 
Rise. Please include a daytime 
telephone number in case we 
require any further information.
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Although it can be tempting to dwell in the 
doom and gloom associated with our ever-
present lingering in a pandemic-stricken 

world, there is value to taking a moment to recognize 
how far we have come as a state in fighting off this de-
structive disease.

Recent headlines have shown that Rhode Island 
continues to be among the top states in the nation for 
COVID vaccinations, and actually leads the entire na-
tion in the percent of nursing home staff who are fully 
vaccinated (96.7 percent as of Nov. 10). The Ocean State 
is also near the top in terms of nursing home residents 
who are fully vaccinated (93.4 percent).

This is a notable accomplishment worthy of consider-
able praise, as it is the elderly who have paid the high-
est price and faced the starkest changes to their lives 
throughout this pandemic. It is a sign that the states 
vaccine mandate for health care workers has been effec-
tive and, as a result, will undoubtedly save lives.

On an individual basis, Rhode Island residents likely 
feel significantly more normal headed into this year’s 
holiday season than in 2020, when lockdowns, mandat-
ed social distancing, and restrictions on various busi-
nesses made it anything but a festive time of year. Many 
exercised caution by not gathering in large numbers 
with family, cognizant that the temporary sadness of 
missing out on family events did not size up to the risk 
of possibly losing a family member forever to COVID.

Thankfully, Rhode Island is a state mostly comprised 
of team players – people who understand that their 
own personal comforts and desires do not outweigh the 
health risks that their behaviors may impose on their 
many neighbors and peers. This has resulted in high 
vaccination rates, good accordance with public health 
directives and, if you can believe it, a prompt reopen-
ing of the economy that has saved Rhode Island from 
worse possible outcomes.

Of course, not all have been so selfless in their re-
sponse to the crisis, and not all have been spared the 
consequences of this pandemics wrath. We were re-
minded of the importance of following protocols to 
contain the virus when Pilgrim High School closed this 
week because of the numbers of people who contracted 
COVID-19 in the wake of the school’s homecoming 
events.

Since March of 2020 when the state shutdown, many 
people have died; many businesses have shuttered. We 
cannot forget the toll this virus has wrought, or that 
things could have been so much exponentially worse if 
the disease itself was more virulent. We hope that those 
who have shirked at public health mandates and con-
tinue to spread vaccine disinformation will ruminate 
truthfully on these behaviors during this holiday sea-
son.

We are truly proud of Rhode Island for its response, 
from the top levels of government and on down to the 
individual citizens. We are once again grateful for the 
tireless work of public health workers and all of those 
who continue to contribute towards returning our state, 
and our lives, to a place of much-needed normalcy.

Thankful for progress 
against COVID Dreams are such a 

wonderful part 
of life.

I’m not talking about 
hopes and aspirations 
that indeed enrich our 
lives, giving us goals and 
purpose. They could be 
big dreams like starting a 
business, learning how to 
play an instrument, sail-
ing across the Atlantic, 
running for public office 
or building a house. Then 
are dreams – maybe goals 
is a better definition – that 
are more attainable, such 
as taking that vacation to 
Disney World. They are 
definable dreams that can 
be attained by taking ac-
tion.

Dreams are not some-
thing we can choose to 
have. It’s not up to us 
whether we have sweet 
dreams or nightmares, al-
though stressful situations 
and indigestion can make 
for some rough nights.

Nightmares can shake 
us out of deep sleep, 
at first feeling we have 
undergone something 
traumatic, maybe even 
life changing such as los-
ing a friend. Then just as 
quickly we understand 
it’s just a dream, and we 
dismiss the horror and 
are left with the question: 
why and what was this? 
Is it a premonition, is my 
subconscious telling me 
something?

Dreams can also be 
wonderful experiences 
where you can fly and do 
things you know aren’t 
possible. Such dreams are 
made all the more poi-
gnant during those mo-
ments – who knows for 
how long – between sleep 
and being awake. It’s then 
that you can control the 
dream rather than let it 
carry you. It’s then that 
you can take flight and ac-
complish incredible feats 
at will. It can be exhila-
rating while it lasts, but 
like other dreams it fades 
quickly.

In dreaming how to ex-
plore dreams, I turned to 
the internet and learned of 
Kendra Cherry, an author 
and psychosocial rehabili-

tation specialist. Accord-
ing to her bio, she helps 
children suffering from 
emotional disturbances 
to overcome maladaptive 
behaviors and is an edu-
cational speaker and con-
sultant.

She is the author of 
an article, “9 Common 
Dreams and Their Inter-
pretations,” that refutes 
my dismissal of dreams 
as merely a wandering of 
the mind while the rest 
of the body gets the sleep 
it needs. I must say most 
of the “common dreams” 
she writes about I’ve had, 
including discovering I 
have no clothes on in a 
public place, which for 
all these years I attributed 
to a boyhood experience 
when my father brought 
me to a club swimming 
pool. I was so excited 
about swimming that I 
ran out of the locker room 
buck-naked. The laughs 
of those around the pool 
brought me to my senses. 
I jumped in the pool and 
my father threw me my 
suit.

Cherry writes, “Pen-
ny Peirce, author of the 
Dream Dictionary for 
Dummies, suggests that 
dreaming of public nudity 
might indicate that you 
feel like a phony or that 
you are afraid of revealing 
your imperfections and 
shortcomings.”

As for dreams about 
falling, Cherry writes that 
according to many popu-
lar dream interpretations 
and at least one study, 
falling dreams are a sign 
that something in your life 
isn’t going well. It might 
suggest that you need to 

rethink a choice or consid-
er a new direction in some 
area of your life.

Third on Cherry’s list 
is the dream of being 
chased, which has been 
interpreted to mean you 
are trying to avoid some-
thing in your daily life and 
possibly escape from your 
fears or your desires. “Be-
ing chased by an animal 
might indicate that you 
are hiding from your own 
anger, passions, and other 
feelings. If your pursuer 
is a mysterious, unknown 
figure, it might represent 
a childhood experience or 
past trauma.”

As for dreams about 
losing teeth, Cherry goes 
back to Penny Peirce, au-
thor of Dream Dictionary 
for Dummies, who sug-
gests teeth dreams can 
have multiple meanings, 
including being worried 
about your attractive-
ness or appearance, con-
cern about your ability to 
communicate, or concern 
that you might have said 
something embarrassing.

Cherry writes death 
is another common sub-
ject of dreams and one 
that can be particularly 
disconcerting. Dream-
ers sometimes dream of 
the death of a loved one 
or even dream of dy-
ing themselves. Popular 
dream interpretations 
sometimes suggest that 
such dreams reflect anxi-
ety about change or a fear 
of the unknown.

“Studies have also 
shown that those ap-
proaching the end of life 
and loved ones around 
them experience sig-
nificant and meaningful 
dreams, often relating to 
a comforting presence, 
preparing to go, watch-
ing or engaging with the 
deceased, loved ones 
waiting, distressing expe-
riences, and unfinished 
business.”

Cherry turns to Craig 
Hamilton-Parker, author 
of “The Hidden Mean-
ing of Dreams,” when it 
comes to dreams about 
taking a test. Studies have 
also found that dreams of 

this nature are common. 
Hamilton- Parker’s con-
clusion is “To dream of 
failing an exam, being late 
for one, or being unpre-
pared shows that you feel 
unprepared for the chal-
lenges of waking life.”

Then there is the dream 
of that your spouse or ro-
mantic partner is cheat-
ing on you. In some cases, 
Cherry writes, people 
even start to wonder if 
the dream might really be 
true. Does dreaming that 
your partner is unfaithful 
mean that it might hap-
pen? Or that it is already 
happening? Cherry’s re-
search takes her to “The 
Complete Idiot’s Guide 
Dream Dictionary,” and 
he suggestion that dreams 
about infidelity indicate 
issues with trust, loyalty, 
and communication in a 
relationship.

Then there is the flying 
dream, which I love and 
Cherry concludes on one 
hand can represent feel-
ings of freedom and inde-
pendence and on the oth-
er a desire to flee or escape 
from the realities of life.

Last on Cherry’s list of 
common dreams is that of 
being pregnant. I have not 
had this dream yet. Cher-
ry’s research takes her to 
David C. Lohff, author of 
“Dream Dictionary,” who 
believes that pregnancy 
dreams might sometimes 
represent a woman’s fears 
of being an inadequate 
mother.

I like Cherry’s sum-
mation that some may 
dismiss dream interpre-
tation as entertainment. 
She asks that “instead, 
consider your dreams a 
reflection of your waking 
life, mirroring your fears, 
anxieties, desires, hopes, 
and aspirations for the 
future. Consider the per-
sonal meaning of your 
dreams. In all likelihood, 
the things you experience 
in your dreams are prob-
ably a reflection of the 
concerns you face in your 
daily existence.”

As for me, I’m ready 
to go to bed and let the 
dreams begin.

Is there more to dreams than entertainment?

This Side
Up

by 
John 

howell

By REP. JULIE A. CASIMIRO

On Nov. 6, Tom Mooney authored 
an insightful look at the vulnerable 
young girls in state care (Providence 
Journal Watchdog Report: Rhode 
Island’s Lost Girls). Quite frankly, it 
is an awful commentary on how the 
state of Rhode Island is failing this 
vulnerable population. When do we 
say enough is enough?

Two RI Family Court judges agree 
that we are in a dire state of affairs. 
When these judges speak out, you 
know the situation is bad and this 
crisis did not happen overnight.

Psychiatric beds are few and far in 
between in Rhode Island – especial-
ly for young girls in state care. The 
Training School is not an option and 
never should be. These girls need 

treatment, not incarceration.
DCYF has been given millions of 

dollars in funding from the General 
Assembly to hire front-line work-
ers, yet it has taken months. There 
is good news in that a sizable cohort 
of new employees start this month. 
But, what has DCYF been doing to 
address this current problem long in 
the making? Where will the girls go? 
Who will care for them?

Staffing shortages across the coun-
try in the private health care sector 
are rampant and we need to address 
those issues sooner rather than later. 
It saddens me to know that a child, 
at this very moment, could require 
placement and not get what she 
needs.

We cannot become complacent 
and think that this poor service 

model is OK. We need to do better 
and we need to do it now. Children 
in state care are fragile and, often, 
broken. We cannot add to that at any 
cost, and fixing this situation is the 
only option.

It is well past time for the adults in 
the room at DCYF and in the McKee 
Administration get together and find 
a solution to house and care for these 
young girls and get them the services 
they need. While I am not a clinician, 
I am happy to help broker a conver-
sation that will end this needless cy-
cle. Let’s find a home for these girls 
and provide them with the services 
they desperately need immediately.

State Rep. Julie A. Casimiro, a Demo-
crat, represents District 31 in North 
Kingstown and Exeter.

RI’s ‘lost girls’ – completely unacceptable
OP-ED
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A s the American Revolution began on 
April 19, 1775, and the alarm spread, 
men from all over New England 
marched towards the outskirts of 

Boston. They were armed with a variety of older 
military arms, civilian fowling/hunting guns, 
and whatever they could cobble together into a 
functional fi rearm.

While the armies formed, the guns brought 
to the Siege of Boston rarely made it home 
as the army desperately needed them. The 
Provincial governments scrambled to setup arms 
manufacturing to help supply the army. But the 
army were not the only ones who needed arms. 
By law, all males from 16 to 60 had to be armed 
and equipped “according to law” for their service 
in the militia who would be needed to back up 
the army. Being secondary to the main army, this 
left the town militias in a precarious situation. The 
Continental and state governments began looking 
for outside sources of arms from other countries, 
and one who was secretly willing to supply arms 
were the French.

When George Washington took command of the 
fl edgling Continental army in Cambridge on July 
3, 1775, he began to take stock of his men and 
material for war. Desperate calls were made to the 
communities for guns but not many were available 

to send. As early as March 1776, French arms 
began to trickle into the colonies but not in large 
enough numbers to make a difference. One French 
supplier reached out to Massachusetts in October 
1776 to let them know that he was readily able to 
supply whatever arms were needed and that he 
had already sent two ships to Providence, Rhode 
Island with war materials. The model of musket 
listed as “Being of the last made for the Infantry of 
France,” the Model 1763 musket.

To me, the French Model 1763/66 musket is not 

as pretty as the British arms of the period, but it 
was extremely functional and soldier friendly. 
Instead of the barrel being pinned to the stock, it 
had removable barrel bands to make it easier to 
clean and repair. It was fairly light, and had a .69 
caliber bore, smaller than the British .75 caliber 
guns, and was available in large numbers.

Town selectmen had been writing to the 
Massachusetts Provincial Congress begging for 
arms and by the spring of 1777, large numbers 
of these muskets arrived in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire and other ports not blockaded by 
British ships. In many cases, chests of gun locks 
also arrived to build into functional arms by local 
makers. As the Continental Army became better 
supplied, some of these arms were sold to towns 
to outfi t and equip their militias.

Throughout the war, French and American ships 
brought tons of materials into this country, and this 
explains why so many of these arms are found. 
I see them at shows quite frequently, as well as 
small town museums and historical societies. I 
never really gave them much thought till I started 
to dig through town and state archives and fi nding 
more information. It’s a really interesting story and 
makes me appreciate these guns more than I ever 
did before.

537 Pontiac Avenue, 
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com

Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm
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By Joel Bohy
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Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
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Atwood Coin and Jewelry
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precious metals dealer.

BUYING 
and SELLING

OLD, NEW OR BROKEN,
 WE BUY IT ALL!
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for the Infantry of France:” 

s the American Revolution began on as pretty as the British arms of the period, but it 

French Muskets in the 
American Revolution
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Sports

Panthers fall      
in semifinals

By RYAN D. MURRAY

The No. 4 seeded Johnston Pan-
thers were walloped by the No. 1 
seeded Narragansett Mariners 48-
20 on Friday night during the Di-

vision III Football Semifinal under 
the lights at Narragansett High 
School.

The Mariners will play No. 3 
seeded Chariho this Friday at 6 
p.m. in the championship game. 

The Chargers crushed the No. 2 
seeded Pilgrim Patriots 36-8 dur-
ing their semifinal matchup.

The Narragansett offense was 

PANTHERS - PAGE 22■

LITTLE KICKERS: Pictured from left to right are Natalea Cotugno, Kyle Silveira, Jose Miguel Restreppo, Coach 
Becky Rhodes, Ibbi Hagen, Izza Hagen, Keenan Honore, Lexmarlen Garcia, Lexmarly Garcia. (Submitted photos)

Rondeau’s 
Little Kickers 
put on a show

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Saturday Nov. 6,  Rondeau’s Kickboxing’s Little 
Kickers stepped into the ring! The kids started at age 6, 
stepped into the ring with confidence and excitement, 
to show what they have learned in the classes they 
have been attending each week.  

The matches started as 6-year-old Jose Miguel Re-
strepo from Central Falls faced off against 7-year-old 
Ibbi Hagen also from Central Falls. Each fighter fought 
a full 3 rounds, throwing kicks and punches back and 
forth, each earning a medal at the end. Later in the line-
up Jose Miguel Restrepo went on to his next match up 
against 8-year-old Izzah Hagen, where it was nonstop 
action with Izzah throwing roundhouse kicks like a 
pro.

Natalia Cotugno, 10 years old from Smithfield also 
stepped into the ring twice, first with 9-year-old Lex-
marlly Garcia, and then with 8-year-old Lexmarlen 

KICKERS - PAGE 23■

Big upsets, another 
Hawks-Rams clash

The Beacon Commu-
nications coverage area 
is officially down to one 
team for the fall season 
as the Bishop Hendricken 
football team is set to take 
on rival La Salle Academy 
once again for the state 
championship this week-
end.

Last week we saw two 
big upsets be dealt to our 
teams as the North Kings-
town girls soccer team 
beat top-seeded Pilgrim in 
the semis and the Chariho 
football team rolled past 
the Pats in the semifinal 
round as well.

It was a reminder that 
anything can happen in 
sports, especially at the 
high school level.

The Pilgrim girls were 
arguably the best team in 
the state up until the upset 
loss against the Skippers. 
The team’s only league 
loss came at the hands of 
Cumberland, who was 
right there toward the top 
of the standings. Crans-
ton West - who was also 
a playoff team - managed 
to tie the Lady Pats in the 
regular season.

Other than those two 
matches and a non-league 
matchup against Bishop 
Feehan of Massachusetts, 
Pilgrim was virtually un-
tested all season long. 
Heck, they even the Skip-
pers did not put up much 
of a fight in their first two 
meetings, going 0-2 by a 
combined score of 9-0.

I harp on the importance 
of momentum all the time, 
and the Skippers are the 
latest example of that as 
they got hot at the right 
moment, pulled off the 
huge upset against Pilgrim 
and then went on to beat 
La Salle at states. What a 

streak to go on.
As for Chariho, I only 

covered the team once this 
year during the regular 
season finale against Toll 
Gate. The Chargers rolled 
from start to finish and re-
ally poured it on the Titans 
who struggled for much of 
the season.

I remember leaving 
that game thinking, ‘Man, 
Chariho is about as tough 
and physical a team I’ve 
seen all season long.’

Did I think that it had 
what it took to beat Pil-
grim, though? Not really.

Chariho took a lead into 
halftime of the first meet-
ing and forced Pilgrim to 
pull a rabbit out of its hat 
in the second half to com-
plete the comeback. 

Did I expect a tough 
matchup for Pilgrim? Yes. 

Did I think that Chariho 
had no chance of getting it 
done? No.

But overall, Pilgrim’s 
only loss came to top-seed-
ed Narragansett and the 
Pats had built a ton of mo-
mentum since that day. Pil-
grim’s offense was a force 
all fall, the defense played 
well down the stretch, the 
Pats were at home, I felt 
pretty confident in say-

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

PITCH - PAGE 23

UP THE GUT: Johnston’s Steven Finegan picks up some yards. (Photos by Ryan D. Murray)
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led by senior running back Reider Fry, 
who rushed for four touchdowns. John-
ston was topped by senior quarterback 
Hunter Remington, who scored three 
touchdowns, two rushing and one 
passing, plus a two-point conversion.

Johnston struck first when Reming-
ton heaved a 27-yard touchdown pass 
through the middle to senior wide re-
ceiver Joe Acciardo Jr. midway through 
the first frame. However, the Panthers 
came up short during the two-point 
conversion attempt after two false start 
penalties pushed them back to the 12-
yard line.

The Mariners answered with 3:36 re-
maining in the quarter when Fry rushed 
into the end zone from 11 yards out and 
knotted the score at 6. Next, sophomore 
kicker Lucas Masson added the extra 
point and gave Narragansett a 7-6 edge.

With 9:08 remaining in the second 
quarter, Remington scored a 5-yard 
rushing touchdown and gave Johnston 

a 12-7 lead. However, the signal caller’s 
pass fell incomplete during the two-
point conversion attempt.

Fry responded with a 4-yard rushing 
touchdown with 6:25 remaining in the 
half and that put the Mariners on top 
14-12.

Narragansett used an onside kick 
during the ensuing kickoff and Jared 
Chaloux recovered the ball at midfield 
for the Mariners.

Next, Narragansett went into its no-
huddle offense and they moved down 
the field in a hurry.

On first down, Fry rushed for a gain 
of 17 yards. Two plays later, Theroux 
handed off to Chaloux, and he ran it 
into the end zone from 12 yards out and 
put the Mariners up 21-12.

One minute and 11 seconds later, 
Remington recorded a 4-yard rushing 
touchdown. And then, Remington con-
nected on a swing pass to Acciardo Jr. 
during the two-point conversion and 
that pulled the Panthers within 21-20.

The Mariners drove 47 yards to the 
Johnston 1-yard line after that, but then 
Narragansett suffered a mishap during 
the snap, which led to a fumble, and the 

ball was recovered by Johnston junior 
Dylan Martins at the Johnston 2-yard 
line.

Therefore, Johnston headed into half-
time trailing by just one point.

The Panthers were right there with 
Narragansett in the first half, but in the 
third quarter, the Mariners scored 20 
unanswered points.

First, Fry scored a 7-yard rushing 
touchdown and it put Narragansett on 
top 28-20. Next, Poirier went untouched 
on his way to a 24-yard rushing score 
and that extended the Mariners margin 
to 35-20. Finally, Fry rushed into the 
end zone for a 17-yard touchdown and 
upped the lead to 41-20. Narragansett 
failed the final extra point attempt.

“We knew after halftime they’d come 
out and play well,” Acciardo said. “And 
that is what we talked about all week, 
was how they’re going to respond in 
the second half and how we’ll respond 
and listen in the second half. They obvi-
ously were the better team and it cost 
us.”

Lastly, with 9:33 remaining in the 
fourth frame, Theroux connected on a 
7-yard touchdown pass to Poirier and 

that ballooned the Narragansett buffer 
to 48-20. That score marked Theroux’s 
20th touchdown pass of the season.

“They’re a good team,” Acciardo said. 
“They’re well-coached. A lot of players 
all over the place, and we’re trying to 
find weaknesses there, but we really 
just couldn’t stop it. They were running 
it down our throat. We were changing 
up the defenses a lot and it shows you 
how good they are when you’re mov-
ing things around and they’re still hav-
ing their way with you.”

As the season comes to a close, Ac-
ciardo thinks about his seniors, whom 
he’s known for quite some time.

“I’ve known all of the seniors since 
they were Pip Squeaks and it’s tough to 
see them go,” Acciardo said. “They play 
with a lot of heart. We asked for that – 
give it your all and never quit, and they 
did. The other team was a great team, 
but we tried our best. I think we got 
every ounce of everything out of our 
guys and at the end of the day, that’s 
how you have to chalk it up. It’s that 
much of a win, but on the scoreboard it 
doesn’t say that you won.”

 

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 21)

PLAYOFF BATTLE: Johnston quarterback Hunter Remington (left) and Joey Acciardo in the semifinals against Narragansett.
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Garcia, both from North Providence.  In 
both matches these ladies also went all 
three rounds and ended with each girl 
being awarded their medals

To finish the day of fights, in stepped 
9-year-old Keenan Honore, from John-
ston who faced off against 16-Year-old 
Kyle Silveira from Cranston. Keenan had 
been preparing for the day’s bout with 
determination. He has not only been at-
tending the kid’s classes, but also attend-
ing adult kickboxing classes and sparring 
sessions with adults to sharpen his skills. 
The training paid off as he and Kyle went 

back and forth during the three rounds, 
exchanging not just jabs, crosses and 
hooks, but also spinning backfists and 
spinning kicks.

“We have kids starting at 6 years old 
stepping into the ring, to see their confi-
dence grow each time they come to class, 
is why we do what we do!  For them to 
take that next step, stepping out of their 
comfort zone and into the ring is a huge 
accomplishment for them,” said owner 
Christina Rondeau. “Just stepping in the 
ring these fighters are champs. It takes a 
lot of courage to get in there. Then add 
the pressure of family and friends watch-
ing you makes the nerves even worse. I 
am proud of anyone that steps in the ring 
even if it’s only once.”

IN THE RING: Ibbi Hagen (white headgear) blocks a jab from Jose Miguel Restreppo (photo at left). Izzah Hagen and Restreppo go head to head (photo at right).

■ Kickers
(Continued from page 21)

ing that Pilgrim would get 
the job done and take on 
the Mariners in the Super 
Bowl. It just seemed like 
those two teams had sepa-
rated themselves and were 
on a collision course to run 
it back.

Chariho’s tenacity paid 
off, though, as it traveled 
to Warwick and handed 
Pilgrim a one-sided de-
feat. The Chargers will be 
the underdog once again 
this week, but I think they 
proved with last week’s 
win that they are as game 
a team as you will find. 
Should be interesting. 

That’s the beauty and the 
curse of high school sports. 
Rewind two weeks ago, it 
looked like Pilgrim was on 
the inside track to bring 
home one, maybe even two 
championships. Just like 
that, those teams fell short 
of even making the big 
game.

As exciting as upsets are, 
it’s always tough to see the 
favorites come up short. 
You always have to feel for 
the seniors, especially. Pil-
grim football is still a fairly 
young team so most of its 
players will get another 
crack at it next fall. The Pil-
grim girls will also have a 
nice core of returners, but 
will lose some key seniors.

As always, the postsea-
son has been a roller coast-
er ride in each sport. Again, 
sometimes all a team needs 
is a little bit of momentum 
to shock the state.

As for this weekend’s 
state championship match-
up, I’m as excited as some-
one can be for a matchup 
that has been played out a 

million times.
The reason is because 

I expect this to be an ac-
tual coin flip. Hendricken 
has largely dominated the 
matchup over the past de-
cade, but as we have all 
been saying in the media 
this season, the Hawks 
have shown some vulner-
ability this year while the 
Rams have put together 
one of their better cam-
paigns of recent memory 
… well, for La Salle stan-
dards.

Hendricken seems to 
have turned a corner re-
cently as it cruised past 
North Kingstown in the 
semis. The Hawks made it 
look easy and seemed to be 
the Hawks of old.

I expect a high-flying af-
fair. La Salle always puts 
up big numbers and al-
though the Hendricken of-
fense had to search for its 
identity, it seems to have 
found it over the past two 
contests. Defensively, Hen-
dricken has also improved 
as of late.

My prediction? I think 
the Hawks get it done but 
I am expecting a razor-thin 
contest. Last spring, the 
Rams took the lead into 
halftime but the Hawks 
rolled in the second half 
to win by a wide margin 
… you would have never 
known how close the first 
half was.

This time around 
though, I don’t think the 
Rams will lay an egg. I ex-
pect La Salle to battle for all 
four quarters. The key will 
be stopping the run game 
if you ask me. David Lynch 
and the Hawks are more 
than capable of throwing 
the ball, but things really 
started clicking once Hen-
dricken regained its rush-

ing attack that was choppy 
in the early going. 

If the Rams take away 
the rushing attack and can 
establish one of its own, 
then they will have every 
chance to win this game.

At the end of the day 
though, I am always re-
luctant to pick against the 
defending champs. I’ll take 
the Hawks, 27-21.

One last shout out to the 
Johnston football team as 
well. Midway through the 
regular season, the Pan-
thers were struggling to 
keep pace and things were 
looking iffy in terms of 
their ceiling.

Johnston’s turning point 
was in a 14-0 loss to Pil-
grim, in a game that they 
were in from start to finish 
and proved that they were 
still a team to be reckoned 
with in Division III. 

The Panthers reached the 
playoffs and took home an 
epic win against Middle-
town, then gave Narragan-
sett a game until late in the 
match in the semis. I know 
that Johnston had bigger 
goals in mind, but not a 
bad finish by any means. 

■ Pitch
(Cont. from page 21)
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Record 21.57-pound tautog caught off Newport
By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Paul Newman of New Milford, New 
Jersey took the Rhode Island State Re-
cord for tautog last week with a 33-
inch, 21.57-pound tautog caught when 
fishing on a charter with Capt. Connor 
MacLeod of Newport. 

The Rhode Island record is 21 pounds, 
4 ounces established in 1954 by C.W. 
Sunquist.

In an On-the-Water magazine online 
article (by Corey Pollnow), Capt. Ma-
cLeod related, “Newman dropped the 
Snafu Rig to the bottom and said he was 
stuck in the rocks. But then there was 
movement, signaling a large tog swal-
lowed the white crab and was bury-
ing itself in the rocks. Newman slowly 
cranked down on the reel, getting the 
stout tautog 20 feet up from the bot-
tom, until it ran back to the rocks like a 
striped bass. The back and forth battle 
continued four more times until the gi-
gantic fish reached the surface.”

Congratulations to Paul Newman for 
a great catch and to Capt. Connor Ma-
cLeod of Tall Tailz Charters.

 
Fishing law needs to be                          

more climate responsive
It’s no secret, climate change impacts 

of warming water, coastal erosion, hab-
itat degradation, low oxygen and acidi-
fication are changing how we fish and 
how fish should be managed.  

One has to wonder, what happens 
when the water warms to the point that 
even the warm water fish that have 
moved into our area like black sea bass, 
scup and summer flounder leave to go 
further north to cooler water.  

Our Federal fishing law in not 
equipped to handle these im-
pacts. However, the marine fishing 
law of the nation, the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement Act (MSA) is being updated. 
U.S. Representatives Jared Huffman 
(D-CA) and Ed Case (D-HI) have in-
troduced a bill in Congress to make 
improvements to the MSA. This bill, 
the Sustaining America’s Fisheries for 
the Future Act (H.R. 4690), has impor-
tant provisions needed to protect and 
enhance fisheries. The bill is going to 
hearing this week.

The bill includes important recre-
ational fishing concerns in regard to 
handling climate impacts, protects the 
food supply for the fish we catch as 
well as supports new supplemental 
catch and effort electronic data for rec-

reational fishing.  
Speak up now in support of the bill 

by sending an email this to the Water, 
Oceans and Wildlife Subcommittee of 
the House Natural Resources Commit-
tee. Request that your email or letter 
become an official part of the hearing 
being held this week.  

Address it to the Honorable Jared 
Huffman, Chairman; and the Honor-
able Cliff Bents, Ranking Member but 
send to their staff persons Lora Sny-
der at lora.snyder@mail.house.gov; 
and Kiel Weaver at kiel.weaver@mail.
house.gov.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass, bluefish and false al-

bacore. Mike Wade of Watch Hill Out-

fitters, Westerly, said, “Last week we 
had a wave of large fish come thought 
and this week it’s a wave of school size 
bass. That’s the way it will be until the 
fall run let’s up. But anglers are catch-
ing fish from the breachways, the Watch 
Hill Light and the beaches.” 

Canal Bait & Tackle, Sagamore, re-
ports a good striped bass bite on the 
Cape Cod Carnal with slot size fish 28 
to less than 35 inches being taken on jigs 
on the east end of the Canal. Tom Gid-
dings of the Tackle Box, Warwick, said, 
“The striped bass bite in the upper bay 
has diminished but we still have fish 
passing through. This weekend a cus-
tomer caught a 21-inch striped bass.” 

“We have had a great run of false al-
bacore last week. They seem to be ev-

erywhere mixed in with striped bass 
and are in the 8-12 pound range. They 
were in the Block Island Wind Farm 
area, around the Island and along our 
coastal shore with anglers hooking up 
from the beaches too. There were also 
some very large bluefish being caught 
on the Southwest Ledge off Block Is-
land as anglers fish for bluefin tuna 
close the surface,” said Matt Conti of 
Snug Harbor Marina, South Kingstown.

Tautog and cod fishing. “Tautog fish-
ing is on fire,” said Mike Wade of Watch 
Hill Outfitters. “The interesting thing is 
that shore anglers fishing jetties and 
rock piles close to shore are doing very 
well too. They are catching keeper fish 
every time they go out.” 

NEW RECORD: Paul Newman of New Jersey caught this RI record tautog, 21.57 pounds when fishing with Tall Tailz Charters 
off Newport last week. (Submitted photo)
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She was in for a revelation that she said repeated itself throughout her trip - total strangers wanted to 
help her. The man answering knew instantly who she was and told her he was working on the bike and 
it would be ready.

“It was a beautiful day, 75 degrees, exhilarating,” she says of the moment a friend who accompanied 
her to Oregon passed her and waved goodbye. She was on her own with all those miles ahead.

As a former cop, she had a gun, but she didn’t pack it. “Guns are heavy,” she said. She wasn’t looking 
to add weight to her 45-pound pack. Also, she didn’t carry a tent or camping gear. Davis doesn’t care for 
camping, and she planned to stay in hotels and inns. She wanted a shower after pedaling 50 to 115 miles 
a day and a good night’s sleep. She also wanted to meet the people along the way.

She tells of a “bunkhouse” in Jackson, Montana, where she spent one night. She joined the couple for 
a drink on their porch and asked questions about Jackson. How big was it?

A message to those with big dreams...

‘Just keep going’
By JOHN HOWELL 

As she tells the story, Judy Davis was restless. She 
was ready for an adventure, but she’s had diffi culty 
articulating that feeling.

She knew as she stood before the Warwick Rotary 
Club at a recent meeting she would be asked why she 
cycled across the United States from west to east, a 
trek of 3,804 miles taking 59 days.

“I really don’t have a good answer,” Davis said. 
Then offering a glimpse into her inner feelings, 

she said, “I knew I had to do something big.” It was 
2017. Davis was 51 years old. A former East Provi-
dence Police offi cer, Davis was working for the At-
torney General.

She has always been an athlete. She played in little 
league, soccer and lacrosse. She’s a runner, a swim-
mer and a sometimes biker.

When she had the thought of exploring the ex-
panse of this country by bicycle and meeting people 
- she jokingly called the trip a “3,800-mile pub crawl” 
- she knew she had to do it.

“I wanted to do it then and there,” she said. That 
didn’t happen. 

Friends and family questioned the undertaking. 
She went into planning mode. Davis gave additional 
purpose to her personal challenge. She set out to cre-
ate an endowment to fund swimming scholarships at 
the Fox Point Boys and Girls Club. From her network 
of acquaintances and family, she raised $75,000.

Predictably, not everything went as planned. She 
fl ew to Oregon in July of 2018. She imagined that her 
bicycle, which had been shipped ahead, would be 
ready to pedal. It wasn’t, and she feared her sched-
ule would have to be altered. Although it was after 
working hours, she called the shop where it had been 
delivered.

READY TO START: With 
the Pacifi c Ocean as a back-
drop, Judy Davis and the bike 
she pedaled from Oregon to 
Rhode Island. (Photo courtesy 
of Judy Davis)
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CLEANER: 6 a.m.-noon. Monday 
thru Friday. $13.50/hr. Must have 
valid drivers license, reliable ve-
hicle & clean BCI. Prov., Crans. & 
War. Call Paul 301-1162.

OFFICE RECEPTIONIST: Ac-
counting office, Warwick. Part time.  
Billsr@cstcpa.com

CHRISTMAS TREE LOT HELP: 
Full and part-time. Call Jack be-
fore 5PM, 401-392-1133.

MECHANIC: FULL TIME days. 
Light Truck Fleet, small engine 
repair. $20-$25 per hr. Must have 
own tools. Cranston area. Health 
benefits, vacation, 401K and per-
sonal day. Call Joe 401-258-9648

We Make RI is hosting their last 
manufacturing job fair of the year 
on Thursday, December 2 from 
10:30 to 1 p.m. at 200 1st Ave. in 
Cranston RI. Get hired now and 
start in the New Year!

CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

100  Autos Wanted

WE BUY JUNK CARS! Any auto, 
any condition. Call 516-8822.

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

JOHNSTON

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑
AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ________________   CHECK #  ____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN  _______________       DATE    ____________

# ___________________________________ ___

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 DIgIT CODE________________

$12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold

$13.00/Week
$15.00 w/Bold

$14.00/Week
$16.00 w/Bold

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM✃

NAME   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  _______________________________

ADDRESS   _________________________________________________________________________________CITY  _____________________ STATE   _____________ ZIP _______________    

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm of 4 lines)

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue • Warwick, RI  02889

email: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

4 Lines / $1200* • $1.00 for each additional line
• Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
* Does Not Include Employment Ads
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

DEADLINE:
tUESDAY
at 10 AM

205  Yard Sales

500  Help Wanted

635 Duplex For Rent

750 Real Estate Wanted

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwood floors. 
Washer & Dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease. $1000 mo. + 
utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, refer-
ences. Bob 529-5898.

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

To place your
Classified ad

by phone, please
call Amanda at

732-3100

Club Steward/
Manager

Edgewood Yacht Club, located in 
Cranston, RI, seeks a Steward/
Manager. Requires a familiarity of 
marina, moorings, clubhouse op-
erations, staffing and POS Systems. 
Operations include bar, kitchen, 
member events and event rentals.

Interested applicants: Email 
1kengilbert@gmail.com

Curio Estate Liquidators & Clea-
nouts. We Offer Estate Sales. Tag 
Sales. Junk Removal. We take 
care of everything for you with no 
upfront costs. Give us a call for a 
Free Consultation. 401.868.4090. 
We service RI,CT&MA

080  Personal  
Services

ESTATE SALE; Furniture, tools, 
China, crystal, silver, artwork, 
lamps, old albums. Saturday 
11/20 – 8:30AM-2PM. 31 Farm-
land Road, Warwick RI 02889.

ESTATE SALE; 66 Beacon Circle, 
Cranston RI Sat. November 20th 
9am-1pm. Antiques, furniture, art-
work, electronics, oriental mugs, 
household wares.

210 FREE MERCHANDISE

NAVITIY SET: 7 pieces. Made of 
cement – FREE. 401-231-0343

500  Help Wanted

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING
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To place your ad, 
please call 

Amanda

732-3100

R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured

Business ServiceS

933  Electrical

929  Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Murphy’s Maintenance
Painting ~

Interior/Exterior
Carpentry

Powerwashing
Houses & Decks    

465-7663 Reg. #20638 

936  Handyman

939  Moving & Storage

943  Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting
Masonry Work

All Work Guaranteed
Jake 374-3695 
Free Estimates   Reg. # 37648

ALL SKILL
Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming

Stump Grinding
Lic. Arborist - Insured

401-924-2999

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Levine Painting Co., Inc.
Commercial  ❖   Residential

Interior & Exterior
Painting  ❖   Wallpaper

Nathan Levine 736-0600
Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100  Insured               

945  Painting

948  Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

949  Fencing

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of

Vinyl  ●    Wood  ●    Aluminum 
Chainlink  Fences

Insured ●   Free Estimates
 Call 228-3647 Reg. #40392   

953  Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

960  Storage

STORAGE CONTAINERS
 For Rent. Stationary at 

Johnston location or mobile. 
We can bring to your

location for monthly rental. 
Very competitive, fast & 
reliable service. Call for
our pricing & incentive

programs for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0174

963  Roofing

Rawlinson Home 
Improvements, Inc.
Your Local Roofing & 

Painting Company
A Great Job at a Great Price

Small Roof Repairs to Total 
Replacement

401-529-0649
Call Brian for a Free Estimate 

Reg. #10690

965  Rubbish Removal

House Junk Removal
Garages • Basements

Small Demolitions 
Reliable Service

Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

Fall Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK  
REMOVAL & MORE

10, 15, 20 & 30 Containers 
placed at your location. 

Competitive rates. Reliable, courteous 
service. Call for pricing & availability, 

1st 401-626-8737
 2nd 401-837-0048.

Business Services ads start at $32/week for 4 or more weeks
in the Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 

Waugh & Sons
GUTTERS CLEANED!

We clear debris from gutters and down-
spouts, then hose out to ensure proper 

function. 
433-9549 

Insured • Reg. #39679

961  Gutters

■ Davis (Continued from page 25)

WHAT IT WAS LIKE: Judy Davis talks with Dennis Sleister, a member of the Warwick Rotary Club, following her 
talk describing her 3,804-mile trip across this country by bicycle. (Beacon Communications photo)

Her host started on one side of main street and started 
naming the residents and then went to the other side. 
When he finished, he came up with a total of 30 people. 
She was disheartened by many villages and towns. The 
bones of once sustainable communities were there, but 
stores and businesses were closed.

“Life has passed them by … stores closed by Ama-
zon.” 

But the people she met were full of life. It was the midst 
of a heated election, politics had polarized the nation, 
yet she always found people interested in her story and 
willing to help. She avoided talking politics. She never 
felt threatened. She also learned her physical limitations. 
The first week was the hardest. It was up the mountains 
sometimes at such a slow pace that the bike wobbled and 
she had to push it ahead. Going down the other side was 
easier on the legs, but not the hands and arms. The con-
stant application of the brakes left her hands tingling and 
weak.

Montana, which she estimated made up for a quarter 
to a third of the distance, never seemed to end. She put 
together three days of pedaling nearly 100 miles a day.

“It really took a toll,” she said. Davis took a day’s 
break from riding to recover. 

“I still can’t believe my body allowed me to do this,” 
she said. 

Throughout with the use of an app, her sisters could 
follow her trip, knowing exactly where she was until 
she hit a stretch where there wasn’t cell phone coverage. 
Family back home were alarmed, but they finally connect 
by the end of the day.

Entering North Dakota, she covered 80 miles with-
out making a turn. And then there were the trucks. Most 
feared were logging trucks.

“Logging truckers hate cyclists,” she said. They 
wouldn’t give her an inch, although the road was open. 
Davis learned what to expect. When she heard them ap-
proaching, she pulled off the road rather than risk the 
consequences.

The bike, which she named Crazy Horse, became a 
companion, there to listen to her and to carry her. Da-
vis carried a few spare parts including a chain that never 
broke.

Would she do it again? 
Davis said she has had enough of cycling for now, be-

sides she finds it too dangerous between the trucks and 
texting motorists. She is back to running.

The trip lives on in her book “Just Keep Going.” It tells 
the story of the people she met. In a recent letter pub-
lished in the Providence Journal, she gave a brief over-
view of her trek, concluding, “Let’s get to know each oth-
er for who we are as individuals rather than what tribe 
we declare ourselves to be in. Once we know each other 
it’s far easier to have a rational discussion about our dif-
ferences rather than going all in with a shallow declara-
tion. Save the vitriol for the voting booth.”

Davis is an appellate attorney in the office of Rhode 
Island Attorney General Peter Neronha. 
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach LOCAL

Customers!
ONLY 

$1500
 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY
Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.

1343 Main Street, West Warwick

823-8113
LIC. #345
LIC. #444

RI LIHEAP Vendor

• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• No Credit Card Fees
• Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries
CALL US BY 11:00 AM

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 8AM-8PM

M&M’ss
DINER

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick

463-7100

Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TWO PAIR OF
EYEGLASSES

Select In-Stock Frame • Single Vision

$99
Bifocals $40.00 Additional

LIMITED TIME OFFER

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS!

John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano
Registered Opticians

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386

A Professional Drain Service Company
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slow Drains • Main Sewer Line Unclog
Clogged Sinks, Toilets & Shower Drains

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Drain Pain? Call the Doctor!
(401) 318-9329

DoctorDrainRI.net
Doctor Drain RI LLC • doctordrainri@gmail.com

453 Atwood Ave., Cranston
944-9380

New and Used 
Products 
And Gear

Licensed 
Inspection Station 

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS 

We Strive 
To Keep You Rolling 

471 George Waterman Rd.
 Johnston RI 

OPEN THANKSGIVING
8am-1pm!!!

Turkey
Dinner
Pick Ups 

1pm-3pm
ONLY
$12.99

With all the traditional fi xings 
Call to pre order NOW!! 
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